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Important 2026 Dates:

e Club Paperwork Deadline- January 15
e 4-H Online Enrollment Due- March 15
e Ohio 4-H Conference — March 21

e Camp Whitewood- June 8-12

e Camp Whitewood- July 6-10

e 2026 4-H Project Judging- July 18

e  Summit County Fair- July 28- Aug 2

4-H Online Enrollment Open $4-|-|

Enrollment in the 2024-25 4-H year is now open in 4-H online. All Onllne
members and volunteers are required to enroll by March 15™ each

year. you can enroll right now at www.4honline.com !

EN ROLL NOW Login Email

Password

Need help enrolling? Check out this video!

Summit County 4-H Handbook

Ohio 4-H in Summit County U dated for 2026
Handbook ~P

In 2025 we released the new 4-H Handbook for Summit County,
your one stop for all essential information in our county including
how to enroll, definition of common terms, opportunities for your
child, the difference between 4-H and Fair and so much more! We
are pleased to announce that this document has been updated for
2026. You can find a PDF on our website or request printed copies
from our office. The handbook is a must have for all new 4-H
families who are learning about the program.

‘Welcome to 4-H in Summit County! This handbook
is your guide to everything you need to know to get

started in 4-H for the 2025-26 4-H year. | 4_H HandbOOk for Summit Countv



http://www.4honline.com/
https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sTy20dkHpA0&t=1s
https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/4-H/Summit%20County%20Handbook%202026.pdf
https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/4-H/Summit%20County%20Handbook%202026.pdf

VOLUNTEER
TRAINING
@PATES 20269

- JAN 27™ ADVISOR TRAINING #1

. FEB 23R° NEW VOLUNTEER
ORIENTATION (NVO)

- MAR 25™ ADVISOR TRAINING #2

- APR 30™ FINAL TRAINING NVO

All trainings will be held at the Akron Urban
League 440 Vernon Odom Blvd Akron Oh 44307

Volunteer Training Dates

All 4-H Volunteers are required to complete two hours of training each year. There are
multiple ways to complete in person training. New Volunteers are required to attend New
Volunteer Orientation (NVO) their first year, however returning volunteers can attend NVO to
count as their yearly training.

Summit County Dates:
All training will be held 6-8pm located at the Akron Urban League.

e Tuesday January 27" 6-8pm: Advisor training #1

e Monday February 23 6-8pm: New Volunteer Orientation (NVO)

e Wednesday March 25" 6-8pm: Advisor Training #2

e Thursday April 30™" 6-8pm: Final Training New Volunteer Orientation (NVO)
Register for a training

Other Locations

e Ohio 4-H Conference Saturday March 21t 9am — 4pm, at the Greater Columbus
Convention Center. If you are interested in attending the conference, please see details
below. Free spots are available on a first come first serve basis.


https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3Q6wo4ms1X8ffa6
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3Q6wo4ms1X8ffa6
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3Q6wo4ms1X8ffa6

e State 4-H Horse Volunteer Training January 315t 9am- 4:30pm, at the 4-H Center,
2201 Fred Taylor Dr., Columbus, OH 43210 Learn more at:
https://ohio4h.org/events/state-4-h-horse-volunteeradvisor-training Online
Registration Due January 16%™.

4-H Conference 2026

Join us for the Ohio 4-H Conference on Saturday March 21, 2026 at the Greater Columbus
Convention Center, where 4-H volunteers and teens (ages 13 and up) from across the
state will come together for a day of learning, connection, and inspiration. With a wide
variety of educational sessions designed for all interests and experience levels, this event is
a chance to grow, share ideas, and strengthen Ohio 4-H programs. Learn more at the Ohio
4-H Conference webpage.

Free spots are available for the first 15 people (youth or adults) who register. Registration
Due February 20%™. To Register please email or mail your registration form to the Summit
County Extension Office.

Find the full list of sessions here including:

e Quality Assurance and YAPP (policy 1.50) trainings

e Learning Biosecurity Through Hands On Activities

e Leadership in a Digital Age: Crafting Your Personal Brand

e Fashion Reboot: Upcycle Your Wardrobe

e (Cake Decorating Tips and Tricks

e Games for Growth

e The Poultry Project: Hands-On Harvest

e Engaging Cloverbuds... Without Reinventing the Wheel

e Bridging the Gap: Effective Communication Strategies for 4-H Clubs
e Creating Successful Show Results

e Discovering Healthy Choices that Positively Impact Your Life
e AND SO MUCH MORE!

Required Training Opportunities

Volunteers please note! In order for the conference to fullfill your entire yearly volunteer
training you must register for session 218 Youth Activities and Programs Policy.

Youth can complete QA at the Ohio 4-H Conference by registerng for session 701

2026 Youth Livestock Quality Assurance Certification for Youth Exhibitors

Teen Newsletter

In December a newsletter was sent out to all families with youth ages 13+ showcasing the
many opportunities available for older 4-H Youth. You can find that newsletter on our website
here: https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/Teen%20Newsletter.pdf



https://ohio4h.org/events/state-4-h-horse-volunteeradvisor-training
https://ohio4h.org/about/ohio-4-h-conference
https://ohio4h.org/about/ohio-4-h-conference
https://ohio4h.org/sites/ohio4h/files/imce/26%20O4HC%20Reg%20Form-fillable.pdf
https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/Teen%20Newsletter.pdf
https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/Teen%20Newsletter.pdf

Club End of Year Paperwork

As a reminder all clubs must turn in their end of year paperwork by no later than January 15%.
If you have questions or need assistance please reach out to the extension office!

The following are due no later than
January 15

4-H Club Information Survey
Club Inventory List

Financial Summary

Projected Yearly Club Activities
Charter Checklist

All Club Management Forms

Join the 4-H Advisory Council

Are you interested in guiding the 4-H program in Summit County? Joining a 4-H Advisory
committee is the best way to do that! These committees help to plan, organize and run
important events throughout the year. There are positions available for adult volunteers, youth
members, community members, and recent 4-H alumni. Apply Today!

Committees:

e Events Committee

e Fundraising Committee

e Officer Training Committee
e ProjectJudging Committee
e Promotion Committee

Coming Soon

e New for 2026 there will be a Cloverbud Parent Guide designed especially for new Cloverbud parents to
understand all the opportunities available to our youngest members. The document is currently on its
final draft and you can help us by reviewing the document here: Cloverbud Parent Guide. Let us know if
there is additional information that you believe should be included or errors that need corrected. If you

help run a Cloverbud Event at the fair, please take a look and share any additional information that
might be needed.


https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bJZIq11iVeih9dk
https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/4-H/Club_Mgmt_Resources/Equipment.pdf
https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/4-H/Club_Mgmt_Resources/FinancialSumm.pdf
https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/4-H/Club_Mgmt_Resources/Activities.pdf
https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/4-H/Club_Mgmt_Resources/Charter.pdf
https://summit.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/club-management-resources
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_02EvGBjVn6i4crY
https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/4-H/Cloverbud%20Parent%20Guide.docx

o We will be updating the 4-H Project Judging Guidebook for 2026 with the help of the Project Judging
committee of the 4-H Advisory Board.

Club Officer Trainings

New and returning club officers are
invited to attend a training event on
January 29* at 6:30pm!

This event will be an opportunity to
build leadership skills, become more
familiear with your role as a club
officer, and recieve helpful resources
to take home.

Location: TBD

Interested? Click Here to Register 4- H CIUb Ofﬁ cer HandbOOk

2026 Project Guides

The newest 2026 version of the 4-H project guide is out and will be mailed to all 4-H families
registered in 4-H online. You can see the new guide now on our

4-H 1000

website! https://ohio4h.org/projectquide §§ f% ’
Jf:(]:
. E OHIO 4-H YOUTH mlﬁw m '\La gﬁi
New Projects for 2026 Include: 9 2026 Project Guide
« 101 How the Heard Multiplies H= o x4
e 495 Living on Your Own £ &b Loy

e 594 Knitting it Together M A
e 616 Water Matters | -
e 668 Field Crops and Forages

Change for 2026. Extension Publishing has informed us that the
prices for all books are increasing. A standard 4-H project book

will now cost $12 when purchased through our office/ your club
and $15 online. You can view all prices in the 2026 4-H Project Guide.



https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3sCVvAHp70M7DAW
https://ohio4h.org/projectguide
https://ohio4h.org/projectguide

Camp Counselores Wanted!

52 928 ‘ =
Become a 4-H
Camp Counselor

Application Deadline January 9th 2026

Counselors are the life force of camp! They plan and put
on camp with supervision form adult staff for youth age 9
to 14. Counselors can make a big difference in the lives of
campers ensuring they have a fun, safe and educational
time at camp. Camp helps you step outside your comfort
zone as you develop life skills, meet new people, and
connect with nature through fun activities.

Camp Date: July 5- 10th 2026
Application: go.osu.edu/2026CampCounselorApp

Deadline: Jan 9

Why become a 4-H
camp counselor at
Camp Whitewood?

#1 Make a Difference

Counselors serve as
leaders, and role models
for campers helping them
have a fun memorable

experience.

#2 Make Friends

Become a part of our team,
meet new people from
Summit, Portage and Stark

#3 Build Life Skills

Camp helps counselors
develop skills in team
work, communication,

leadership

Apply Today!
go.osu.edu/

2026CampCounselorApp

= Must be 15 years old by start
of camp to apply

= 20 Hours of training provided
including 1 overnight

* Interview Jan 19

Last Day To Apply


https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d3ZpoHXkR6zntBQ

State 4-H News

State Camps:
Ohio 4-H State Leadership Camp—June 1-5

Are you interested in growing as a leader alongside your peers? Consider attending Ohio 4-H State
Leadership Camp (held June 1-5 at 4-H Camp Ohio)! This camp is a premiere leadership development
opportunity that offers participants engaging sessions in topics such as motivation, communication,
teamwork, and more! While at camp, participants are actively learning AND teaching their peers! This
opportunity is open to Ohio 4-H members ages 14-18 — contact your county 4-H professional for more
information on cost, scholarships, and registration or visit go.osu.edu/leadershipcamp for additional
information. County commitment forms are due March 15, 2026 and must be submitted by county 4-H
staff.

State Events:

Shooting Sports Winter Workshop—February 20-22

Registration is now open for the Shooting Sports Winter Workshop! Join Ohio 4-H Shooting Sports
February 20-22 at 4-H Camp Ohio for an exciting and educational experience. To secure your spot,
visit the link below and clock the red register button. Don’t wait— registration closed January 15 at
5:00pm. Learn more by visiting the Ohio 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor (State) Training Workshops
webpage!

Save the date! Ohio 4-H Conference—March 21, 2026

Mark your calendar for the 2026 Ohio 4-H Conference, held March 21, 2025, at the Greater Columbus
Convention Center, where 4-H volunteers and teens (ages 13 and up) from across the state will come
together for a day of learning, connection, and inspiration. With a wide variety of educational sessions
designed for all interests and experience levels, this event is a chance to grow, share ideas, and
strengthen Ohio 4-H programs. Registration will open by the first week of January and must be
completed through your county office—don’t miss this opportunity to help make the best better! Learn
more at the Ohio 4-H Conference webpage.



https://ohio4h.org/families/members/events-opportunties/shooting-sports/state-training
https://ohio4h.org/families/members/events-opportunties/shooting-sports/state-training
https://ohio4h.org/about/ohio-4-h-conference

WORLD FOOD PRIZE FOUNDATION
OHIO YOUTH INSTITUTE

y

¥
APRIL 14, 2025 -

s
QUALIFY FOR INTERNATIONAL
INTERNSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS

@ Be a Global Problem-Solver at the 2026 Ohio Youth Institute! 'L
Want to make a real impact? The Ohio Youth Institute (OY]I) is your chance to take on a global
challenge, share your ideas at The Ohio State University, and earn the title of Borlaug Scholar.

Join us April 13, 2026, in Columbus for a powerful day of learning, leadership, and connecting with
experts who care about the same issues you do.

7% Paper + registration deadline: April 1, 2026
¢’ Learn more: http://worldfoodprize.org/ohio

If you love STEM, agriculture, global issues, or stepping outside your comfort zone, this is your
moment. Talk with your 4-H professional, advisor, or teacher to get started—they’ll help you find a
mentor and guide you through the process.

Your voice matters. Your ideas matter.
Step up, speak out, and see how YOU can shape the future. @


http://worldfoodprize.org/ohio

QUALIFY FOR INTERNATIONAL
INTERNSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS

THE OHIO YOUTH INSTITUTE IS A LIFE-
CHANGING EXPERIENCE AT THE OHIO
CREATE LASTING PEER CONNECTIONS STATE UNIVERSITY WHERE STUDENTS
ENGAGE WITH LEADING EXPERTS ON
CRITICAL GLOBAL CHALLENGES,
PARTICIPATE IN HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES,
AND EXPLORE EXCITING WAYS TO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE IN OHIO AND AROUND THE
'WORLD.

RESEARCH A GLOBAL CHALLENGE

PROPOSE YOUR SOLUTION

CONTACT

BUILD LEADERSHIP SKILLS Margo Overholt-Seckel
Ohio Youth Institute
_ - E-mail: overholt-seckel.1@osu.edu
REGISTRATION DUE MARCH 27, 2026 AND worldfoodprize.org/ohio
PAPER DUE APRIL 1, 2026

First Edition: 4-H Teen News!

Ready to learn about 4-H opportunities, service ideas, and project spotlights? Check out the latest
issue of the Ohio 4-H Teen News! This month's highlights include:

e Project Spotlight: 4-H Around the Globe! Ever wonder what 4-H is like in other countries? This
project encourages curiosity and respect for different cultures, traditions, and youth programs
worldwide.

e Community Service Ideas: Get inspired with easy ways your 4-H club can clean up local areas
like parks, fairgrounds, or schools.

e Scholarship Central: Learn about various statewide and county-level Ohio 4-H scholarships
available to recognize your leadership and service. Many deadlines traditionally fall in mid-
February, so check with your local Extension office now!

e TLC Updates: See what the Ohio 4-H Teen Leadership Council is planning for the Ohio 4-H
Conference and find out when applications for TLC positions will open (Summer 2026).

Read the full update!



https://buckeyemailosu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/meyer_1697s_osu_edu/IQAwBedgTEeqTbnL567WLk-CAUMyB3TsBMW8DvwkEkcpThU?e=ew80eg

HPAI Update — December 8, 2025

The Ohio Poultry Association has reported that samples from black vultures in Clermont and Greene
counties have returned non-negative results for Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI H5). Groups
of black vultures were found dead in Amelia (Clermont County) and Yellow Springs (Greene County).

What this means:
Now is the time to review and implement biosecurity protocols to reduce the risk of disease
transmission from wild birds to domestic flocks.

Key Recommendations from USDA-Wildlife Services:

e Secure Buildings: Keep poultry housed if possible, repair holes larger than 17, and maintain
screens on windows and doors.

¢ Manage Ponds and Basins: Use fencing and deterrents to keep waterfowl away from barns.

¢ Reduce Food Resources: Do not feed wildlife, keep feed structures on a clean pad, clean up
spills promptly, and remove fallen fruit.

e Cover Waste: Keep carcasses and compost piles covered, latch dumpster and garbage lids.

¢ Remove Standing Water: Grade property to prevent pooling water, don’t walk or move
equipment through standing water, and avoid tracking contaminants into barns.

Ohio 4-H Scholarship Applications Now Open!

Ohio 4-H is proud to support excellence in leadership, citizenship, service, and project work through
scholarships that help youth pursue higher education. The application window is open now, with a
priority deadline of February 15, 2026. Current college students and high school seniors can apply
through two pathways: those attending The Ohio State University should use Scholarship Universe at
osu.scholarshipuniverse.com, while students attending other institutions can apply via this link. Details
can be found on the Ohio 4-H Youth Development webpage.



https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5pXaCxjLqQqEDWe
https://ohio4h.org/families/just-teens/awards-scholarships/ohio-4-h-scholarships

All About Sheep! Webinar

JOIN EXTENSION AND INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS FOR THE Winter 2026 SERIES

The Management
Continuum: Calendar
Based Management
Feb 3

During this session, Extension
Specialist, Dr. Brady Campbell,
will review sheep management
and husbandry as it relates to
stage of animal production.
Stages of maintenance,
breeding, gestation, and
lambing will be discussed, and
management considerations
provided.

Feed My Sheep:
Nutrition 101
Feb 17t

This session will be led by
Extension Educator, Dr. John Yost
and Specialist Jacob Copelin.
They will discuss how to read
forage analysis results, how to
determine the nutrient
requirements for sheep of all
production stages, provide an
overview of potential ration
ingredients, and discuss
formulating a ration for your flock.

Setting Operation Goals
and Marketing
Accordingly

March 3

OSU Extension Educators Jacci
Smith and Tim Barnes will help
participants identify their goals for
owning and raising sheep. They
will offer guidance on marketing
their sheep based on those goals
and include information on
responsible flock culling.

Flock Health
“Spring”ing
Forward
March 17t

Dr. Nikki Jolliff, DVM will discuss
timely spring health concerns such
as coccidiosis, ringworm,
pneumonia, and sore mouth. She
will also offer her insight on how to
foster the build the best
relationship with your veterinarian.

This is a free program offered
by Ohio State University
Extension.

Woebinars are hosted via Zoom
(7-8 p.m. EST). Register at:

go.osu.edu/allaboutsheep26

OlhyiaC
Of

THE OHIO STATE
UNIVERSITY

EXTENSION

Ohio State University Extension is part of The Ohio State University College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit
cfaes.osu.edu/nondiscrimination. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.



Ohio 4-H State Leadership Camp

June 1-5, 2026; 4-H Camp Ohio

opportunity that offers participants engaging sessions in topics such as motivation,
communication, teamwork, and more! While at camp, participants are actively learning
AND teaching their peers!

Who can attend? Ohio 4-H members ages 14-18 who have significant leadership potential
or experience in their home county's 4-H program.

What do they do? Participants will develop concrete peer leadership skills that will
enable them to have an immediate impact in their home 4-H club, county, community, or
school.

Contact your county 4-H professional for more information on cost,

additional information! County commitment forms are due March 15
and must be submitted by county 4-H staff.

EXTENSION

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY %

CPAES proadas reasarch snd relaied educstiorad progesma b dismdele on s non-dcriminriony hasis ':'D"'EIUIE of Food, .ﬂ.qn:JItur:I.
For more informaiion. wai cfses oo edhsihond criminadion med Environmental Sciences



Thank you for being a part of 4-H in Summit County!
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