Manage Lead in Urban Soils

If soil test results indicate elevated lead levels, see the soil management tips and practices below. Combine soil management with
good hygiene practices to lower exposure.

Soil management strategies that require continuous

maintenance:

* Mulch - add at least 2 inches of organic material or
other synthetic covers.

* Maintain a vegetative cover - a thick vegetative cover
like grass, or a planting that creates a barrier.

* Add compost - incorporate 2+ inches of compost for a 6-
inch tilling depth.

Mulch and compost break down over time, so reapply half

the original volume every other year.

Verify soil materials (topsoil and all soil amendments) are

clean with a test or request the information from the vendor.

Good Hygiene Practices

Wash hands and harvested-produce after gardening,
especially before eating.

Remove shoes and keep garden supplies outside to avoid

More permanent soil management strategies:

-

Cap with raised beds - add clean material, mostly topsoil,
within the area of a raised bed. Add at least 8 inches of
material if used for food production, and 4 inches in other
cases.

Remove and replace - effective but costly. Remove 6
inches of soil and replaced it with clean material. Contact
your state environmental protection agency to learn the
disposal requirements for the removed soil.

Dilute - mix in clean material to dilute contaminated soil.
Mix with clean subsoil by deep tillage, or with clean soil or
materials.

Seal - cover the soil with bricks, pavers, concrete, or
asphalt.

Soil test before you break ground on any
garden project. If the project is already
started, test it as soon as possible. Work with
your local extension office to interpret your

soil test results and determine the best management strategy.
Make sure to address both soil ingestion and plant uptake.

For more information on how to take a soil sample and get it
tested, see dirt.osu.edu.

tracking soil in the home.
* Provide alternate play areas for toddlers in the garden,
such as a mulched play area or sandbox.



