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 Summit County News  
 

 

Important 2026 Dates: 

• Camp Whitewood (with Portage)- July 6-10 
• 2026 4-H Project Judging- July 18 
• Summit County Fair- July 28- Aug 2 
• Post Fair Picnic- August 13th  
• 4-H Open House- Oct 15th  
• 4-H Banquet- Nov 20th   

Contents 
Join the Band! ......................................................................................................................................................... 2 

Join the 4-H Advisory Council ............................................................................................................................. 6 

4-H Project Judging July 18th ............................................................................................................................... 3 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

Summer is here!  



 
 

   
 

4-H & Fair News ...................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Important Reminders: .................................................................................................................................... 4 

Fair Meals ........................................................................................................................................................ 4 

New for 2026- Sunshine Classes ................................................................................................................. 5 

BIG FROG T-shirts:................................................................................................................................................. 6 

Post Fair Picnic- August 13th .............................................................................................................................. 6 

Farm Bureau Pen/Project Plaque Program ..................................................................................................... 6 

NAMI Walk Community Service Opportunity ................................................................................................. 8 

4-H Camp Whitewood ........................................................................................................................................... 9 

Ohio State Fair Livestock Contests .................................................................................................................... 9 

Ohio State Fair 4-H Livestock Judging Contest ............................................................................................... 10 

Ohio State Fair 4-H Poultry Judging Contest .................................................................................................. 10 

Ohio State Fair 4-H Avian Bowl Contest ......................................................................................................... 10 

Volunteers Needed for State Skeletons .......................................................................................................... 11 

Ohio 4-H Food Challenge .................................................................................................................................... 11 

Ohio Farmers Market Design Contest ............................................................................................................. 12 

Ohio 4-H Urban Immersion Project -Washington DC .................................................................................. 12 

Citizen Washington Focus ................................................................................................................................. 15 

 

 

 

Join the Band! 
Each year the “4-H at the Summit County Fair” page on 
Band serves as a place to share information during the week 
of fair. You can find event updates, youth activities, and 
reminders. We also use this app throughout the year to post 
quick reminders, submit photos for our banquet,  

Click Here to Join Our Band!  

 

 

https://band.us/n/aaa6Adt3z4o5B


 
 

   
 

 

4-H Project Judging July 18th  
4-H Project Judgeing (aka Grade and Exhibit) will take place July 18th between 10:00 -
12:00. No additional sign up is required. All members who have an eligible project have 
been contacted by email to confirm their assigned time slot. Please reply ASAP to confirm 
your spot.   

Find the 4-H Project Judging Guide and other helpful resources on the Materials for 
Members page on our website: https://summit.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-
development/stuff-4-h-members  

What Should I bring to Project Judgeing? 

Please check the 4-H Project Judging Guide for a complete list of requirements for your 
individual project. In general all members need to bring their completed project book (or 
partially completed if a multi year project), and educational display showcasing the learning 
experience of the project. Displays can range from posters, to crafted items (ie. wood 
working project, decorated cake etc) or a portfolio (cooking projects). Dress code is 

https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/4-H/2026-04-02%20Summit%20County%20Project%20Judging%20Guide.pdf
https://summit.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/stuff-4-h-members
https://summit.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/stuff-4-h-members
https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/4-H/2026-04-02%20Summit%20County%20Project%20Judging%20Guide.pdf


 
 

   
 

buissness causal. Members should have a clean/ neet appearance, and be prepared to 
discuss their project with the Judge.  

Award Ceremony- Non-Livestock Projects 

The 4-H Project Judging Award Ceremony will be held at 1:00pm on 4-H Project Judging 
Day July 18th 2026 in the Youth Park Pavillion.  During this award ceremony, placement 
ribbons and state fair nominees and alternates will be announced and honored. .  

 

4-H & Fair News 
A reminder that animal exhibitors wil be receiving 
emails directly from committee leaders and 
cordinators, keep your eyes out for these emails.  

Important Reminders: 
• 2026 Wristband Requirements are posted 

- https://summitfair.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/10/4-H-requirements.pdf  

• Open Class is open and deadline is July 8 
- https://summitfair.com/premium-book/ 

• By entering you receive an admission ticket that has six admissions. It is $25 to enter.  This is a great way 
to save money if you are coming every day.  

• Camping for fair is - https://summitfair.com/camping/   - you can also apply for camping, order season 
passes, parking spaces and golf cart permits.   

Fair Meals  
A huge thank you to Jen Messina for organizing our 4-H Fair meals again in 2026! If you would like to 
purchase a meal wristband you can sign up here. You will receive breakfast (which is donuts), a full 
lunch and dinner, snacks, and water Tuesday-Sunday. In order to keep costs low all families 
participating need to also contribute two snacks, a paper product, a fruit or dessert, and help with at 
least one set up and clean up. You will find sign up links below. Wrist bands are only available to 4-H 
members and their families. 

4-H Fair Food Wristbands 

There are two options for wristbands.  

#1. You can pay $20/person and sign up for one slot at each link below.  

#2 You can pick up two restaurant donations, pay nothing, and sign up for one slot at each link below.  

In return, you will receive donuts for breakfast each morning, lunch at noon, and dinner at 6:00 with 
the exception of Saturday. One large meal will be served on Saturday at 2:00 due to the auction. Meals 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/summitfair.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/4-H-requirements.pdf__;!!KGKeukY!0-X6qVrmNsIiAr_bmpnNJF1CjhsgMAXeM5fN_GkXV4QWwaIzy1-_ss0U4r78jzMlKSFNZlo4H1QQRbb0Hpo8Evynz5A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/summitfair.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/4-H-requirements.pdf__;!!KGKeukY!0-X6qVrmNsIiAr_bmpnNJF1CjhsgMAXeM5fN_GkXV4QWwaIzy1-_ss0U4r78jzMlKSFNZlo4H1QQRbb0Hpo8Evynz5A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/summitfair.com/premium-book/__;!!KGKeukY!xa_S8mbvgpgEZcS9WMwvu9buHvOMBfCOqLcZIOpPeU_UoXCIiXB6NtuW2fIxGTwblU6vRa48T97lZRVzePCXSYL_vHE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/summitfair.com/camping/__;!!KGKeukY!xa_S8mbvgpgEZcS9WMwvu9buHvOMBfCOqLcZIOpPeU_UoXCIiXB6NtuW2fIxGTwblU6vRa48T97lZRVzePCXWsvc34I$
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflAvZHtJm1fLu4AcTRMX3SMusfhjkeO5yqehI8cS1lS00MCA/viewform?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflAvZHtJm1fLu4AcTRMX3SMusfhjkeO5yqehI8cS1lS00MCA/viewform?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflAvZHtJm1fLu4AcTRMX3SMusfhjkeO5yqehI8cS1lS00MCA/viewform?pli=1


 
 

   
 

will be a mix of donations from restaurants and homemade dishes. Meals are served in the Saddle 
Horse Pavillion.  

Please be sure to bring your own reusable bottles to fill with cold water.  

If you have already paid, and you'd rather pick up restaurant donations, please email Jen at: 
mamamessina@gmail.com and contact the office for a refund.  Sorry that was not in the original 
message that you received.   

Coordinator: Jennifer Messina 

330-990-9897 Feel free to text and I will get back to you ASAP. 

 

Sign Up Links 

• Set Up/Clean Up 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4BA9A72EA0FE3-43137872-setupand 

• Paper Products 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4BA9A72EA0FE3-43136892-paper 

• Snacks 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4BA9A72EA0FE3-64671437-copy 

• Fruit and Desserts 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4BA9A72EA0FE3-64671441-copy 

Register for at least one slot at each link to receive your 4-H Food Wristband. Please contact Jen with 
questions. Thank you for participating in our 4-H community!  

 

 

New for 2026- Sunshine Classes 
A brand new way for those with special needs to participate in the Summit County Fair!  

July 28th at 2:30pm in the Sheep/Goat Barn 

The Sunshine Class provides a special opportunity for individuals ages 5 and older with 
special needs to participate in a show ring experience at the Summit County Fair. Paired with 
a trained mentor, each exhibitor will have the chance to show an animal in the ring alongside a 
judge and be recognized in the winner’s circle with a championship banner. This meaningful 
program offers hands-on exposure to the agriculture industry in a supportive, inclusive 
environment - creating memorable experiences for all participants. Registration includes two 
complimentary admissions tickets.  

Register - https://forms.gle/U6uBixnbfPHS7mFk7  

 

mailto:mamamessina@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4BA9A72EA0FE3-43137872-setupand
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4BA9A72EA0FE3-43136892-paper
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4BA9A72EA0FE3-64671437-copy
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4BA9A72EA0FE3-64671441-copy
https://forms.gle/U6uBixnbfPHS7mFk7


 
 

   
 

BIG FROG T-shirts:  
Our friends at BIG FROG Custom T-Shirts of Stow 
will once again be partnering with us in 2026 to 
create FREE custom T-shirts for Summit County 4-H 
members with photos of them and their animals.  

Click Here to Order Your Free Shirt 

A note from Big Frog: If your club, committee or other group is in need of shirts they can be 
purchased from Big Frog for just $15.00 per shirt. They are even able to do overnight orders 
for contest shirts, awards and more for the same price! If you have questions about ordering, 
you can contact Megan Oyster at megano@bigfrog.com “I look forward to a great summer and 
working with you to create some beautiful shirts!” -Megan 

 

Post Fair Picnic- August 13th  
After the big success of our 2025 post fair picnic, 
we will be starting an annual 4-H Picnic designed 
to bring our clubs together after the high energy 
of fair for a low-key social gathering. This event 
will be held at the Summit County Fair Grounds. 
Pizza, games, prizes and more will be offered free 
to all summit county 4-H members and their 
families. Please RSVP so that we know how much 
food to order!  

Picnic RSVP 

 

County Opportunities  
 

Join the 4-H Advisory Council 
Are you interested in guiding the 4-H program in Summit County? Joining a 4-H Advisory 
Committee is the best way to do that! These committees help to plan, organize and run 
important events throughout the year. There are positions available for adult volunteers, youth 
members, community members, and recent 4-H alumni. Apply Today!  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSct80omJEnRO_y_ts3wad2zOREHP8ICAoi77QUxscT9lFQg0g/viewform?usp=header
https://www.bigfrog.com/stow/embroidery/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23049416373&gbraid=0AAAABBkOlGjNhmjG4lcnXGf69lMXkeUXi&gclid=CjwKCAjw0o3SBhBVEiwAh28-jZffYkFAjkNLH-IWtyiA4BDH2Okde4lH6wZH_Ue07SYTaDg5YKA4yRoCvLUQAvD_BwE
mailto:megano@bigfrog.com
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b3AKQHDzZ52876m
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b3AKQHDzZ52876m
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_02EvGBjVn6i4crY


 
 

   
 

Committees: 

• Events Committee 
• Fundraising Committee 
• Quality Assurance Committee 
• Officer Training Committee  
• Project Judging Committee  
• Promotion Committee 

 

Farm Bureau Pen/Project Plaque Program 
Summit County Farm Bureau Supports 4-H 

 The Summit County Farm Bureau has been a long-time supporter of 4-H and plans to continue this support with 
our pen/project plaque program again this year.  

 As a reminder, this program is only available to Summit County Farm Bureau member families for the 2026 fair 
season. If your child is exhibiting livestock or a still project at the fair, the Summit County Farm Bureau will 
award up to $50.00 to 4-H exhibitors who participate in our Pen/Project Plaque Program. 

If your family is not a Summit County Farm Bureau member and you are interested in learning more about who 
we are and what we do, you can check out our member benefits and website. We'd also be happy to answer 
questions about membership and what opportunities are available to you if you'd like to give us a call at 330-
263-7456. You can join or renew your membership at Ohio Farm Bureau's site or we can also help you with that 
over the phone.  

 The process to participate is simple: 

1. You must register your child’s intent to participate by July 20 by either calling our office at 
330.263.7456 OR completing the online registration form 

2. Pick up your child’s pen/project plaque during the first day of the fair between 10 AM and 10 PM at the 
Summit County Farm Bureau Antique Museum. 

3. Display the plaque on your child’s pen/still project throughout the fair.  Please be aware that our board 
members will be double checking multiple times throughout the fair that the plaque is on display. 

4. The Summit County Farm Bureau will award up to $50.00 to each participating exhibitor by way of an 
“add-on” through the livestock auction or, for those whose project does not sell through the livestock 
auction, mailing a separate payment through the Summit County Fair office. 

Questions can be directed to Lindsay Tournoux (330-465-2854; Ltournoux@ofbf.org) 

 The Summit County Farm Bureau wishes all 4-H participants “Good Luck at the Fair”! 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ofbf.org/membership/benefits/__;!!KGKeukY!388rxr_Az5bACwFzXswzPlKGagK3kJzb9gVnhLVIRu7o1F_ekMHaZYzPMxsGRDGCwh_2NJhL3D-kL-CvKr0nGDM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/summitcountyfarmbureau.org/__;!!KGKeukY!388rxr_Az5bACwFzXswzPlKGagK3kJzb9gVnhLVIRu7o1F_ekMHaZYzPMxsGRDGCwh_2NJhL3D-kL-Cv_Cn-Y6w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ofbf.org/join/__;!!KGKeukY!388rxr_Az5bACwFzXswzPlKGagK3kJzb9gVnhLVIRu7o1F_ekMHaZYzPMxsGRDGCwh_2NJhL3D-kL-Cv803RExM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ofbf.org/login/?redirect_to=*AddToCart**AisMembership=true__;Ly8_!!KGKeukY!388rxr_Az5bACwFzXswzPlKGagK3kJzb9gVnhLVIRu7o1F_ekMHaZYzPMxsGRDGCwh_2NJhL3D-kL-CvZY-x2-U$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScPiUxls-O0jFNE1T7qLOv_2lZOdoekMyn1GlnkWMFZYB1CFg/viewform?usp=dialog__;!!KGKeukY!388rxr_Az5bACwFzXswzPlKGagK3kJzb9gVnhLVIRu7o1F_ekMHaZYzPMxsGRDGCwh_2NJhL3D-kL-Cvt34r97c$
mailto:Ltournoux@ofbf.org


 
 

   
 

NAMI Walk Community Service Opportunity 
Summit County 4-H Families: Walk Together for Mental Health at NAMIWalks 2026! 

Summit County 4-H members, advisors, and families are joining forces for a single, impactful cause this fall. On 
Saturday, September 19, 2026, our local 4-H community will come together at the NAMIWalks Summit County 
event to promote mental health awareness, smash the stigma surrounding mental illness, and show strong 
community support. This is a fantastic opportunity for our club members to live out the 4-H pledge— dedicating 
our "Heads to clearer thinking" and our "Hearts to greater loyalty"—by standing up for health and wellness in 
our community. 

A Fun, Free, Family-Friendly Morning! 

NAMIWalks is far more than just a 5K walk—it is a true community celebration! The morning is fully packed with 
family-friendly features, including:  

• The Huntington Treat Truck serving up delicious goodies 

• Face painting and fun activities for kids of all ages 

• Resource tables packed with helpful local information and community support tools  

Event Details At-A-Glance 

• Date: Saturday, September 19, 2026  

• Time: 8:30 AM – 12:00 PM 

• Location: The University of Akron - Stile Athletics Field House  

(289 S. Union St, Akron, OH 44304) 

• Distance: 5K Walk 

• Cost: FREE to register and attend! 

Fundraising is optional, but highly encouraged! While there is no fee to join the fun, families and clubs who 
wish to jumpstart a fundraising goal can do so. Raising funds directly supports NAMI Summit County’s local, free 
educational programs, support groups, and advocacy initiatives.  

Why Summit County 4-H Belongs at NAMIWalks 

Mental health matters just as much as physical health, especially for growing youth and busy families. By 
walking together as a unified Summit County 4-H team, we show our youth that they are never alone, while 
connecting families to vital, local mental health resources. Whether you are walking to support a loved one, 
represent your club, or simply strengthen our community network, your presence makes a difference. 

How to Register 

Let’s get every club represented! Sign up your family, lace up your sneakers, and join the official Summit County 
4-H team page today by clicking the registration link below: 

Register Here: https://www.namiwalks.org/Summit_County-4-H 

 

https://www.namiwalks.org/Summit_County-4-H
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.namiwalks.org/Summit_County-4-H__;!!KGKeukY!29AUkPDdVsB4bdW2HBULNQpMfF3uHAMJiEaPnChtwkRujVZ9Vms3ubQl3YG6nCQEXyG03MM5ziqbdlYPmtQ$


 
 

   
 

4-H Camp Whitewood 

 
State 4-H News 

 

Ohio State Fair Livestock Contests  
Registration is now open for two exciting Ohio 4-H animal sciences opportunities taking place during the Ohio 
State Fair season: 

http://www.4hcampwhitewood.com/4-h-county-camps


 
 

   
 

�������� Ohio State Fair 4-H Livestock Judging Contest (July 26th) 
https://ohio4h.org/events/ohio-state-fair-4-h-livestock-judging-contest 

���������� Ohio 4-H Poultry Judging & Avian Bowl (July 11th) 
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/ohio-4-h-animal-sciences-program/ohio-4-h-poultry-judging-avian-bowl 

Ohio State Fair 4-H Livestock Judging Contest 
• July 26th, 2026 
• The Ohio State Fair 4-H Livestock Judging Contest allows youth to evaluate classes of livestock while 

developing critical thinking, evaluation, and oral reasoning skills.  
• Participants will evaluate beef, sheep, swine and goats and will have the opportunity to present oral 

reasons as part of the contest. 
• *Please note that youth registration will require an extension professionals’ signature to verify youth 4-

H standing.  
• More information, contest details, and registration information can be found here: 

https://ohio4h.org/events/ohio-state-fair-4-h-livestock-judging-contest 

 

Ohio State Fair 4-H Poultry Judging Contest 
• July 11th, 2026  
• The Ohio State Fair 4-H Poultry Judging Contest offers youth the opportunity to expand their knowledge 

of the poultry industry through live bird evaluation, market classes, parts identification, egg grading, and 
other educational components. 

• *Please note that youth registration will require an extension professionals’ signature to verify youth 4-
H standing.  

• Contest details and registration information are available here: 
https://ohio4h.org/events/ohio-state-fair-4-h-poultry-judging-contest 

 

Ohio State Fair 4-H Avian Bowl Contest 
• July 11th, 2026  
• The Ohio State Fair 4-H Avian Bowl Contest is a quiz-bowl style competition focused on poultry and 

avian science knowledge.  
• Youth work collaboratively as teams to answer industry-related questions in a fast-paced and engaging 

environment. 
• *Please note that youth registration will require an extension professionals’ signature to verify youth 4-

H standing.  
• Additional information can be found here: 

https://ohio4h.org/events/ohio-state-fair-4-h-avian-bowl-contest-0 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ohio4h.org/events/ohio-state-fair-4-h-livestock-judging-contest__;!!KGKeukY!2O-jI3bjDcoQFTxlbR6p1Y165z1S2yY-3NBgej-fxh_MGPOBAzk0MFJ9r2fu2PzAhDl9dVJo-3ZXUT2fLrshm0jcSc4mpT7ZDC9f$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ohio4h.org/animalsciences/ohio-4-h-animal-sciences-program/ohio-4-h-poultry-judging-avian-bowl__;!!KGKeukY!2O-jI3bjDcoQFTxlbR6p1Y165z1S2yY-3NBgej-fxh_MGPOBAzk0MFJ9r2fu2PzAhDl9dVJo-3ZXUT2fLrshm0jcSc4mpUZWdq--$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ohio4h.org/events/ohio-state-fair-4-h-livestock-judging-contest__;!!KGKeukY!wtTRG3-AYYdvAIxrpm5tU19MS7ax7Cw5-DAW2X_lak_0ZRJ-0QV9tmcJtS_OtWMNkU8kDMYr2d4rkWPa-NGZL5MJMEOwBbf7QPDM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ohio4h.org/events/ohio-state-fair-4-h-poultry-judging-contest__;!!KGKeukY!wtTRG3-AYYdvAIxrpm5tU19MS7ax7Cw5-DAW2X_lak_0ZRJ-0QV9tmcJtS_OtWMNkU8kDMYr2d4rkWPa-NGZL5MJMEOwBcQyGkbE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ohio4h.org/events/ohio-state-fair-4-h-avian-bowl-contest-0__;!!KGKeukY!wtTRG3-AYYdvAIxrpm5tU19MS7ax7Cw5-DAW2X_lak_0ZRJ-0QV9tmcJtS_OtWMNkU8kDMYr2d4rkWPa-NGZL5MJMEOwBWmPTSmh$


 
 

   
 

Volunteers Needed for State Skeletons  
We are still in need of volunteers to serve as facilitators for the 2026 
Ohio State Fair Skillathons 

 Volunteers will work directly with youth participants by assisting with 
skillathon stations and helping create a positive and educational 
experience for Ohio 4-H members from across the state. All volunteers 
will receive entry passes, snacks, and meal tickets as a thank-you for 
their time and support. 

 No prior species experience is necessary to facilitate. We will provide 
you with a detailed answer key for each of our events. 

 Please visit the link to register: 
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0kqBqu4ovnQN4cm 

As we prepare for another successful year, we ask that: 

• Volunteers sign up only if they can fully commit to attending. 

o unexpected situations can arise; advanced communication is greatly appreciated. 

• Facilitators must be 18 years or older and aged out of 4-H to volunteer. 

• Individuals who come to help at the skillathon must be registered ahead of time (please arrange to leave 
your kids at home).  

 We sincerely appreciate the dedication of our volunteers—these events would not be possible without your 
support and commitment to Ohio 4-H youth. 

 

Ohio 4-H Food Challenge  
Date: August 2, 2026 

Location: Nationwide & Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center 

Registration for the Ohio 4-H Food Challenge is OPEN! 
Register at go.osu.edu/ohio4hfoodchalreg 

If you are interested in representing 
Summit County, please contact the 

extension office. 
A new opportunity for youth to build skills, develop a passion for food and nutrition programming, and have fun 
with a team of 4-Hers! The Ohio 4-H food challenge will allow 4-Hers to reach new heights with just some 
mystery ingredients, a pantry of food and imagination. 

Contest and Registration Information: 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0kqBqu4ovnQN4cm__;!!KGKeukY!w93sVnUzQg-bZa9th5do_QdRH71SWSo61pS_JrMpODokFM6S1AuHP8mEzqCf5U1SkUvgALMEpFfvkzeoeOQqtfTz4D-Q9f90XWdX$


 
 

   
 

• Each county may enter one (1) junior and one (1) senior team of three (3) - four(4) contestants. Each 
contestant must be currently enrolled in a 4-H project, a member in good standing with the county they 
represent. 

• Junior Contestants must be at least 8 years of age and in third grade and under 14y. Senior Contestants 
must be between 14 and 18 years of age on January 1st of the current year. 

 

 

Ohio Farmers Market Design 
Contest  
First Annual Design Contest 
250 Ways to Love, Support and Participate in Ohio’s 
Farmers Markets 
 
Ohio Farmers Market Network (OFMN) invites all Ohio 
students ages 5-18 to participate in the first annual Design 
Contest celebrating National Farmers Market Week, 
August 2-8. This year's theme is "250 Ways to Love, 
Support and Participate in Ohio’s Farmers Markets." The 
winning design will be revealed during the National 
Farmers Market Week Kick-Off celebration in Columbus 
on Wednesday, July 29.  
  Theme 

Students’ designs should reflect this year’s theme, “250 Ways to Love, Support and Participate in Ohio’s 
Farmers Markets.” Participants are asked to include imagery inspired by farmers markets, farms and 
corresponding regional market goods, such as fruits, vegetables, flowers, etc. We also encourage 
students to illustrate the spirit of Ohio and this year’s America 250 celebration. All entries must include 
“2026” and “Ohio Farmers Market Network.” 
 
Prize 
The student with the winning design will receive a $500 scholarship. His/her/their design will be 
unveiled during the National Farmers Market Week celebration event, and will be printed on reusable 
canvas bags, shirts and posters that will be available for purchase. Two runners-up will also be 
showcased at the kick-off celebration.  
 
Click here to learn more about the OFMN Design Contest and how your student can enter. 
 

Ohio 4-H Urban Immersion Project -Washington DC 
Thursday, September 10th - Sunday, September 13th, 2026  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ohiofarmersmarketnetwork.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=68fa545c5fa157ecac14d3911&id=29771c59ae&e=79c18a3912__;!!KGKeukY!1lMgZaZI6TFT_GIIAY1iUxdzzEtMC1DkX0POfqV9Dq_8No5O5dNHQVr56TsR_mDWZHjLuWpwFgbOMftnmCB_XpR24illtzY$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ohiofarmersmarketnetwork.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=68fa545c5fa157ecac14d3911&id=86787da582&e=79c18a3912__;!!KGKeukY!1lMgZaZI6TFT_GIIAY1iUxdzzEtMC1DkX0POfqV9Dq_8No5O5dNHQVr56TsR_mDWZHjLuWpwFgbOMftnmCB_XpR20ntypNo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ohiofarmersmarketnetwork.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=68fa545c5fa157ecac14d3911&id=bd27b0a544&e=79c18a3912__;!!KGKeukY!1lMgZaZI6TFT_GIIAY1iUxdzzEtMC1DkX0POfqV9Dq_8No5O5dNHQVr56TsR_mDWZHjLuWpwFgbOMftnmCB_XpR2hIes2y4$


 
 

   
 

Application Link:  https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2uuQE4zogluh4Am 
 

 
The 4-H Urban Immersion Project (UIP) is an Ohio 4-H initiative that combines cross-cultural 
learning, teamwork, and service learning in the urban environment of Washington, DC.  This year 
marks the 13th anniversary of the UIP Experience! 
 
4-H teens ages 15-18 and still in High School are eligible for this 4-day service-learning experience 
that will build skills and abilities to prepare youth for success in a diverse workplace and build 
cultural understanding of those who are different.  This experience will not be about shopping or 
sightseeing; we will visit some monuments and historic sites. The cost of the experience is 
$250.  All teen applicants will be contacted to complete an additional Zoom video/phone 
interview before selection.     
 
Program Components 
•  Diversity and the Urban Experience               • Cooking in Food Groups        • Service Projects 
•  Ethnic Food Night                                         • City Scavenger Hunt              • Exploring Issues of 
Homelessness 
•  DC Monument Night Tour                             • Metro Challenge                    
 
Who:                         Teens ages 15-18 (by the trip date – still in High School) - Space is limited. 
Where:                      Washington, DC (Washington Seminar Center - 201 4th St. SE, Washington, 
DC)                        
When:                       Thursday (6am), September 18th – Sunday, September 21st, 2025 
Application link:             https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2uuQE4zogluh4Am 
Cost:                          $250 (check payable to The Ohio State University or by Credit Card) 
                                                            (Includes most meals, program fees, overnight lodging, and 
transportation) 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2uuQE4zogluh4Am__;!!KGKeukY!xNG4aFm_Hx3TPny6uHo4Ub3sMDWTJVmV04t1nI8H_hW9qWs8wYW-Sk66W9Iwer8NyduYvc1sgmfZ38msPsLDWTHxJVlnn-SQZwL3$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2uuQE4zogluh4Am__;!!KGKeukY!xNG4aFm_Hx3TPny6uHo4Ub3sMDWTJVmV04t1nI8H_hW9qWs8wYW-Sk66W9Iwer8NyduYvc1sgmfZ38msPsLDWTHxJVlnn-SQZwL3$


2026 BUCKEYE FRESH MINI 
MEAT CUTTING WORKSHOPS
Want to learn more about food animal 
processing? Ohio State University extension 
meat specialists are offering a two-day 
workshop to help the current labor force face 
challenges brought forth by the 2020 pandemic.

What To Expect: Participants will have a better 
understanding of anatomy, muscle myology, 
cutting guidelines, food safety, meat quality, the 
role of processed meat and government 
regulated non-meat ingredients (i.e. salt, 
phosphates, nitrites, etc.) finalized by conducting 
hands-on cutting tests to understand the impact 
of yields on profit margins.

Interested? Email:
Dr. Lyda G. Garcia, Extension Meat Specialist, 
garcia.625@osu.edu
Register online: 
https://go.osu.edu/meatcuttingwkshp 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele 
on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit

cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit
cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

cfaes.osu.edu

WORKSHOP DATES

July 14th, Tuesday and July 15th, 
Wednesday

8 AM – 5 PM 

Who Can Attend: Anyone (18 years 
of age and older) interested, or 
currently, working in meat 
processing plants.
Cost: $150 (for both days)
Method of Payment: Credit Card
Location: OSU Animal Sciences 
Building, The Ohio State University 
Room 111 - Indoor Arena; 2029 Fyffe 
Court, Columbus, OH 43210

*Lunch will be catered. Please note any food allergens during registration.

mailto:garcia.625@osu.edu
https://go.osu.edu/meatcuttingwkshp


 
 

   
 

 
• Age: Individuals must be 14-18 as of January 1 the year of application to apply for council 

member, committee member, committee chair, and officer.   
• Number of Meetings/Events: See the program structure outline on the application for 

specific numbers of meetings and events. Members are required to attend at least 75% of 
meetings and events.  

o Working Events: Members are required to work a number of statewide events at the 
Ohio State Fair, and elsewhere throughout the state (e.g. Farm Science Review, 
Achievement Awards Banquet, etc.).  Each level of membership differs in the 
number of events that are required.  See the program structure for more 
information. 



 
 

   
 

• Location of meetings: Meetings are typically held at the Ohio 4-H Center in Columbus, 
Ohio, but there are occasionally instances when they are held elsewhere due to events on 
Ohio State’s Campus.  In these instances, meetings may be held at locations close to 
campus area.  Refer to the application for the locations for the 2026-27 year.  Members will 
be notified prior to a location change. 

• Member selection process and how to apply: Visit our website (go.osu.edu/TLC) and 
review the “Teen Leadership Council Selection Procedures & How to Apply” for all the 
details you may need to know or share 😊😊 

 
• Applications and more information about the group can be found online at: 

go.osu.edu/TLC. Please note: applications (and other materials, including letters of 
recommendation and program fees) are due by Friday, August 14, 2026.   The term for 
selected individuals will be September 1, 2026-August 31, 2027. 

o The application process will be handled entirely online this year. The following 
links will be important to those seeking to apply: 

 Application: https://go.osu.edu/TLCapp 
 Review the TLC Selection Process and How to Apply, as well as the 

Committee Details. 
 Reference Form Submission: https://go.osu.edu/TLCref 
 Payment: 

 First year members: http://go.osu.edu/TLC50 
 Subsequent year members: http://go.osu.edu/TLC15 

  
 

Citizen Washington Focus 
This spring, we will send Ohio 4-H youth to 
Citizenship Washington Focus (CWF), 
scheduled for March 16–21 in Washington, 
D.C. The delegation will stay at the Washington 
Hilton. 
https://4-h.org/events/citizenship-
washington-focus/  
Citizenship Washington Focus (CWF) is a 
premier 4-H leadership experience for high 
school youth 4-H ages 14–18 from across the 
United States held in March. This immersive 
program empowers participants to explore, 
develop, and sharpen the civic engagement 
skills essential for becoming impactful leaders 
in their communities and beyond.  
 
Are you interested in attending CWF?  Please contact the Summit County Extension Office by 
July 9th, 2026.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ohio4h.org/families/just-teens/teen-leadership-council__;!!KGKeukY!ztwSyt8BGc6HvJOpSYBxqTV-wn8HKO1T9vPryzkHQeMAwMRrTTx8WssMk-tUcHpreyLsoLxeTXW071cHkJD9JUTeuFTyTAafQrXF$
https://go.osu.edu/TLCapp
https://go.osu.edu/TLCref
http://go.osu.edu/TLC50
http://go.osu.edu/TLC15
https://4-h.org/events/citizenship-washington-focus/
https://4-h.org/events/citizenship-washington-focus/


VET FOR A DAYVET FOR A DAYVET FOR A DAY

Mia Cunningham
mlc@ohiovma.org

QUESTIONS?
REGISTER

717 E. 17th Ave. Cols., OH 43211
Ohio State Fairgrounds 

Experience Life as a Veterinarian!
Are you a high school student passionate about animals? Join us for Vet
for a Day at the Ohio State Fair on Thursday, July 30, 2026, 9 am - 1 pm.

 Hosted by the Ohio Veterinary Medical Association, this hands-on
program lets you explore the exciting world of veterinary medicine.

Participate in interactive demonstrations, practice medical skills, and
receive expert advice on veterinary careers—all for just $15, which

includes lunch and a program t-shirt!
Location: Ohio Showcase Building, Ohio State Fairgrounds

Register by July 24
Spots are limited—sign up today and take your first step toward

becoming a vet!

Ohio Veterinary Medical Association



 
 

   
 

Thank you for being a part of 4-H in Summit County!  
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