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 Summit County News  
 

 
 

Important Dates 

• 4-H Open House- October 16th  
• 4-H Online Enrollment Opens- November 1st 
• 4-H End of Year Banquet- November 14th  
• Summit Extension Office Closed- December 22- January 1st  
• Club Paperwork Due – Jan 15th  
• Volunteer Background Check Rescreening Deadline- February 1st  
• Member Enrollment Deadline- March 15th  

 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 



Enrollment in the 2025-26 4-H
year will open on November 

1st. All members and volunteers are required to enroll by March 15th 
each year, however, you don’t need to wait!  

Enrollment Opens Nov 1 

Need help enrolling? Check out this video! 

Are you interested in taking on a leadership role for the 4-H program in Summit County? Join a 
4-H Advisory Committee! Advisory Committees work alongside the 4-H Educators to help
organize and plan specific programs/ events and provide much-needed sets of hands in our
county.  You can join one or more committees, click on the application to see the full
explanation of the committee’s role. Apply Today!

4-H Advisory Committees:

• 4-H Promotion Committee
• Events Committee
• Fundraising Committee
• Officer Training Committee
• Project Judging Committee
• Quality Assurance Committee

Who: Anyone involved with the 4-H program can apply to be on a committee not just 
approved 4-H volunteers. Parents and older youth are also welcome to apply. 

How it works: Committees have a committee chair who will organize meetings at the 
frequency required by the committee’s event(s). Members will work together to plan and 
implement the duties of the committee. The chair will report back to the 4-H Educators, 
Extension office, and full Advisory Council.   

How to apply: Visit: https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_02EvGBjVn6i4crY to fill out an 
application. Applications will be reviewed at the December Advisory Council meeting and 
voted on. You may be asked to complete a follow up interview. If you are selected to join you 
will be notified by your committee chair of your next meeting.  

4-H Online Enrollment 

Join a 4-H Advisory Committee 

https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sTy20dkHpA0&t=1s
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_02EvGBjVn6i4crY
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_02EvGBjVn6i4crY
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_02EvGBjVn6i4crY


Help us improve your 4-H experience by completing the end of year 4-H Survey! We would 
like anyone who was involved with 4-H during the 2025-26 4-H year to participate including 
parents, 4-H members, volunteers, and recent alumni. The survey should take no more than 
10 minutes to complete and will give us valuable feedback to continue making the best better 
for Summit County 4-H! visit www.go.osu.edu/summit4-Hsurvey  

This year’s end of year banquet will be taking place on Friday November 14th. We have 
moved up the date this year in hopes of having fewer conflicts with the holiday season. 
The Location is still TBD however you can RSVP now and you will be emailed a reminder 
with the location.  RSVP will remain open untill Sunday Nov 9th.  

What awards will be presented? 

• Door Prizes
• 4-H Honor Clubs
• Goldmettle Project Awards
• Outstanding 4-Her
• Excellent Mentor Award
• Volunteer of the Year
• Summit County 4-H Hall of Fame
• Graduating Seniors Recognition

Summit 4-H Survey 

4-H End of Year Banquet- November 14

Go.osu.edu/summit4-Hsurvey 

http://www.go.osu.edu/summitsurvey2024
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_77iAHbE6Ns2RpEG
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• Graduating Cloverbud Recognition
• Volunteer Tenure pins
• Member pins
• Yearly Member Certificates
• And more!

Click Here to RSVP 

Each year we present awards at our banquet recognizing the outstanding work of youth 
and volunteers. These awards are selected from nominations sent in by people like you. 
Nominations are now open for the following 2025 awards. All nominations are due by no 
later than November 1st to allow the Advisory Council time to review. If you have any 
questions about an award please contact the Extension Office!  

Outstanding 4-Her 
This award given out once per year recognizes an outstanding member of the Summit County 
4-H program who truly exemplifies the 4-H mission, pledge, and values! The recipient will be 
selected only from those nominated so, don’t delay submit a nomination today! Download the 
application and email completed document to one of the 4-H educators. This award requiers 
the youth being nominated to complete a 2-4 paragraph essay which must be included in the 
email submission.

Outstanding Mentorship- New for 2025! 
This award recognizes one 4-H member who has gone above and beyond to offer mentorship 
to other members in their 4-H club/ community. Nominees can be any age however the 
nominator must explain in detail how they have served as a mentor and why they deserve the 
award. Nomination is based not on the individuals achievements but in the impact they have 
had on others. Additional letter(s) of recommendation can be included from mentees.  

Volunteer of the Year- New for 2025! 
Every volunteer is an important and valued part of the 4-H program. This award allows 4-H 
members and parents to nominate a volunteer in their club to recieve extra recognition that 
year. The volunteer of the year must be an approved Summit County 4-H Volunteer in good 
standing who has made a significant contribution to the county 4-H program in that calendar 
year. If you belive someone in your club deserves the title of Volunteer of the Year submit an 
application today!   

Award Nominations 

https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d6Er7AplqPp0AnA
https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/4-H/2023%20SUMMIT%20COUNTY%20OUTSTANDING%204-Her.pdf
https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/2025%20SUMMIT%20COUNTY%20Excellent%20Mentor%20Award.pdf
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9pPjrR8QGmXhvcW


Graduation Recognition 

At this year’s banquet all graduating Cloverbud and Senior members will be recognized. All 
graduating members will recieve a personal invitation to attend the banquet via email. In the 
past Highschool senior have been recognized at the banquet that follows their graduation. We 
are going to transitiont to recognizing seniors at the banquet before their graduation. To make 
this transition this year we will recognize all 4-H members who graduated in 2025 and who 
will graduate in 2026. Cloverbud graduates are those members who will be project eligible for 
the 2025-26 4-H year meaning they will be 9 years old or in the 3rd grade by January 1st 2026. 

Would you like to see your photos included in the 4-H
Banquet slide show? Simply email photos to 

Chapman.894@osu.edu or scruggs.34@osu.edu and we’ll include them! When sending 
photos please keep in mind who in your club did not give permission to share photos. Photos 
can also be shared to Imani and Rachel through the Band App.  

If your club is considering a new meeting
location for 2026 or looking for a 

location to host a special event here are some community spaces available for little to no cost: 

• Akron Parks and Rec: https://akron.recdesk.com/Community/Facility
• Summit County Metroparks https://www.summitmetroparks.org/reservations/
• Akron Public Library Branches:  https://services.akronlibrary.org/reserve
• Summit County Fair Grounds: to make a reservation contact Cathy at

summitcofair2@gmail.com or 330-633-6200

October 16th from 5-8pm at the Summit County 
Fair Grounds Admin Building

Summit County will once again be holding an open house in 2025 to recruit new members 
and we want everyone to know! We need your help to spread the word! Imani and Rachel 
have been sharing at local events all summer. You can help by sharing the flyer, or the 
Facebook event. Ask your school to speek to your childs class, or how to submit to the school 
newsletter. Post a flyer in a local library or church buletin board. This will be our largest single 
recruitment event of the year filled with fun, comrodery and yes food! 

4-H Open House

We want your photos! 

Looking for a new place to meet?  

mailto:Chapman.894@osu.edu
mailto:scruggs.34@osu.edu
https://akron.recdesk.com/Community/Facility
https://www.summitmetroparks.org/reservations/
https://services.akronlibrary.org/reserve
mailto:summitcofair2@gmail.com%20or%20330-633-6200
https://www.facebook.com/events/24254622690871074?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22surface%22%3A%22user_timeline%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5d%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D


 
 

   
 

 



Are you a parent of a 4-Her interested in becoming more involved in 4-H. Now is a great time 
to start the process of becoming a 4-H volunteer! This program would not be possible without 
the incredible talent, dedication, and caring our adult volunteers show each and every day. Join 
now and make a difference in your club, community country and world!  

Volunteer Application: https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/4-HVolApp.pdf 

Volunteer Application Process https://summit.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-
development/joining-summit-county-4-h  

https://summit.osu.edu/sites/summit/files/imce/4-HVolApp.pdf
https://summit.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/joining-summit-county-4-h
https://summit.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/joining-summit-county-4-h


Congratulations to everyone who was nominated to 
represent Summit County this year at the Ohio State Fair! 

We are so proud of your achievement! 

• Beatrice Antalek 1 354 Medicine Science and Safety 
• Beatrice Antalek 2 592 Getting Started in Art 
• Benedict Antalek 3 300 You're the Athlete 
• Bennett Reeves 4 557 Making the Cut: Level 2 
• Charley Collins 5 593 Seeing Through Graphic Design 
• Declan Ewing 6 462 Yeast Breads on the Rise 
• Edward Sheldon 7 487 Take a Break for Breakfast 
• Evangeline Clum 8 408 Creative Costumes 
• Hannah Clark 9 372 Diversity: the Source of Our Strength 
• Hannah Finnegan 10 355 Tracking Your Health and Fitness 
• Hannah Finnegan 11 448 Teens On the Road to Financial Success 
• Hannah Finnegan 12 469 Global Gourmet 
• Helen Sheldon 13 556 Measuring Up: Level 1 
• Hunter Heaberlin 14 Self Determined- STEM 
• Jonah Baker 15 586 Mastering Photography, Level 3 
• Jonathan Messina 16 617 Exploring Ponds 
• Josephine Barker 17 459 Let's Start Cooking 
• Juliet Mumea 18 200 All About Dogs 
• Katelynn Purchase 19 419 Terrific Tops 
• Kenaniah Ewing 20 500 Science Fun with Physics 
• Kenaniah Ewing 21 621 Ohio Birds 
• Lana Selig 22 245 All Systems Go! 
• Lily Finnegan 23 556 Measuring Up: Level 1 
• Lily Hudson 24 353 First Aid in Action 
• Luke Shumaker 25 Self Determined- Creative Arts 
• Madison Stutin 26 359 Your Thoughts Matter 
• Olivia Andrews 27 620 Why Trees Matter 
• Paul Selig 28 365 S.D. Companion Animal 
• Penelope Messina 29 494 Makeover My Space 
• Robert Sheldon 30 Making the Cut Level 2 
• Rylie Baldwin 31 385 Local Government: Answer the Call 
• Rylie Baldwin 32 Self Determined- General 
• Stuart Sheldon 33 558 Nailing it Together: Level 3 
• Zane Bishop 34 556 Measuring Up: Level 1 

Congratulations to our 4-H members who won awards at the 2025 Ohio State Fair 

Ohio State Fair! 



 
 

   
 

  



 
 

   
 

Volunteer of the 
Month   

Jen Messina 
We want to recognize Jen Messina as Volunteer of the Month for September because of her 
hard work securing sponsors during the 2025 Summit County Fair. Jen is relentless in her 
work as a volunteer, with a long list of program involvement. In addition to serving as an 
advisor for The Lucky Learners 4-H Club, Jen plans and runs the Summit County Cloverbud 
camp, has judged at our annual project judging, and coordinates food for many of the 4-H 
families during the Summit County Fair each year. This year she secured food donations from 
32 businesses which supplied not only enough food to feed our 4-H families for the six days 
but also had enough left over to donate to Haven of Rest Ministries to further support our 
community. Jen also worked with Big Frog Custom T-Shirts to get customized tees for all our 
animal exhibitors in 2025. Thank you, Jen, for your hard work securing these donations that 
support our members and make the week of Fair an even better experience!  

 

 

 

Do you know someone 
who deserves to be 
recognized as a 4-Her, 
Volunteer, or Alumni of 
the month? Simply 
submit your nomination 
via email to Rachel at 
chapman.894@osu 
along with an 
explanation of why that 
person deserves to be 
nominated!  

mailto:chapman.894@osu


 
 

   
 

State 4-H News  
 

 

National 4-H has started a partnership with Outdoor Cap to create 4-H branded baseball caps. Here’s 
how to take advantage of this opportunity: 

1. Use the QR code or store locator to find a participating shop near you. 

2. Visit your local embroidery shop to place your order and add any customizations. 

3. Near Summit County: Adler Team Sports- Euclid, Beatty’s Sports- Louisville Dumont’s 
Sporting Goods – Canton. Final Score LLC- Parma 

 

 

 

Outdoor Caps 



 
 

   
 

 

 

Parliamentary Procedure is the official procedure for running 4-H business meetings. It may seem very 
difficult to do, but once your club learns it your meetings will run smoother than they ever have before! 
Meetings will have structure, and youth will be prepared for official meeting structures in the real 
world.  Parliamentary procedure is used everywhere, from government to businesses meetings to 
ensure smooth operations where everyone’s voice is taken into account. Check out these resources to 
help you better understand Parliamentary Procedure. 

• Video- Oregon State 4-H  
• USING PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE PLAIN AND SIMPLE  
• How to Run a 4-H/Business Meeting 101  
•  

Interested in applying for a 4-H Achievement Award? https://ohio4h.org/awardsandscholarships – All 
information about the achievement record can be found here, including recording of past 4-H 
Achievement Award Workshops 

Parliamentary Procedure  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AaHckDjTxZE
https://ohio4h.org/sites/ohio4h/files/imce/Families/officer_resources/Parlimentary%20Procedure%20Plain%20and%20Simple.pdf
https://ohio4h.org/sites/ohio4h/files/imce/Families/TAC/TAC%20Basic%20Palri%20Pro%20Guidelines.pdf
https://ohio4h.org/awardsandscholarships
https://go.osu.edu/achform25.


 
 

   
 

Spring Field Coffee Chat  

Summit County Master Gardeners 
  

 

 

What: “3rd Annual Tomato Tasting"  
All attendees are encouraged, but not 

required, to bring garden tomatoes to join 
this program presented by Summit County 

Master Gardeners. 
Where: Center on the Lake  

(formerly the Springfield Community Center) 
2491 Canfield Road 

Akron, OH 44312 
When: Friday, Sept. 12th from 9:00 am - 

10:00 am 

 

This program is FREE and Open to the Public 
 

No registration required! 
Coffee will be provided. 

https://redcap.link/backyardflock


 
 

   
 

 

Calling Ohio Farmers and Producers, Your Input is Needed 

Ohio State University Extension is conducting research on building connections between local farmers 
and producers and early care and education (ECE) sites in Ohio, as part of an effort to strengthen the 
Farm to ECE movement.  By September 21, 2025, click on this link to access the survey. By completing 
the survey, you provide consent to participate in the research. Click here to review the full consent.  

After completing the survey, you’ll have the option to share this invitation with other farmers or 
producers in your network. For questions or concerns about the study you may contact project 
coordinator, LaVanya Watkins, at Watkins.1008@osu.edu.  

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_efU3RRLQlmFqyEe__;!!KGKeukY!xS06Tza9eVx4MIszLCSrQCwZe0oiomFHdelKUFQtoyidJi4iSVawcBUEKJlOHjaT--F1U62ikbUANU0pagrHO-zlTwDWz2QULVI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/osu.pdx1.qualtrics.com/ControlPanel/File.php?F=F_MoIc8FH1XuuOXB8__;!!KGKeukY!xS06Tza9eVx4MIszLCSrQCwZe0oiomFHdelKUFQtoyidJi4iSVawcBUEKJlOHjaT--F1U62ikbUANU0pagrHO-zlTwDWrNx56Mo$
mailto:Watkins.1008@osu.edu


 
 

   
 



 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 
Thank you for being a part of 4-H in Summit County!  

 

 




