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Welcome to 4-H in Summit County! This resource
has been prepared to share the opportunities

available for your Cloverbud age member. )
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WGlcome to 4'H! This guide is designed to help

parents of Cloverbud age members navigate the opportunities
available to your child. As a Cloverbud parent this may be your
first year in 4-H. If it is, we recommend that you also read the
Summit County 4-H Handbook for complete information about
4-H in Summit County.

What is a Cloverbud?

4-H members aged 5 and in kindergarten until 9 or in 3rd grade
as of January 1. The Cloverbud program is a great introduction
to Ohio 4-H. Cloverbuds participate in non-competitive activities
either in club meetings or county wide opportunities.

What does a Cloverbud do in 4-H?

Each club will run their Cloverbud program a little differently
however there are a few key things you can expect. Cloverbud
meetings are run separately from the clubs’ general meetings
though there may be some overlap. Each meeting your
Cloverbud member will participate in an age appropriate group
learning activity with a dedicated 4-H Volunteer known as the
Cloverbud Leader/advisor and other youth of a similar age.
Cloverbuds may explore areas including healthy lifestyle,
earth/environment, citizenship, plants and animals, science and
technology, personal development, and the arts. This could be
through hands on activities, crafts, games, show and tell, or
other experiences.

Expectations of a Cloverbud Advisor.

Again, each club will run their Cloverbud program a bit
differently, in general here are some things you can expect from
your clubs’ Cloverbud leader/advisor.
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1. To provide a safe, welcoming and inclusive
environment.

2. Support members, recognize achievements, and serve
as a positive role model.

3. Utilize Ohio 4-H Cloverbud Curriculum to provide
meaningful educational experiences that help young
people grow and reach their full potential.

4. Be dedicated to young people and sensitive to the
unique needs of 5-8 year olds.

5. Communicate with parents regarding opportunities for
Cloverbud members in your club.

Yearly Enrollment

4-H Online Enrollment

Each year all 4-H members are required to enroll in 4-H Online
between Nov 1%t and March 15" this includes Cloverbud
members. Detailed instructions are listed below. You can start
by visiting: www.4honline.com

How to Enroll

NEW MEMBERS - with no previous 4-H experience in the
immediate Family.

Note: If you live out of Summit County, you must first complete a
Cross County Lines Request form. The form is available from

your 4-H Advisor or at http:/Summit.osu.edu .

1. Go to http://oh.4honline.com

2. Below the sign in section, select “Don’t have an
account?”

3. You will create a Family account at this point. (Please
note that the email entered here will be your primary point
of contact and your username for log in)
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Once you have created your Family Account select “add
member”
Enter the following for each child:

a. Personal information

b. Select your club.

c. Select project 710 (Cloverbud Activities) or 715

(My Cloverbud Year)

d. Answer question section.

e. Sign all consent forms.
Submit enrollment
Once submitted, you can NOT go back and edit. You will
need to contact the Summit County Extension Office to
make corrections at 330-928-4769.
If you have multiple members select “add member”
again and follow the steps listed above.

RETURNING MEMBERS or NEW MEMBERS in families with
previous 4-H experience

1.

w N

Go to http://oh.4honline.com
DO NOT CREATE A NEW PROFILE
Login to www.4honline.com with your family email. (If

you cannot remember your username or password DO
NOT create a new profile, contact the extension office
for help 330-928-4769 or simply reset your password.)
You should see a list of the members who are registered
from a previous year. Click “view” to update personal
information on their profile. New Members can be
added by selecting “add Member”
Enter the following for each child:

a. Personal information

b. Select your club.

c. Select project 710 (Cloverbud Activities) or 715

(My Cloverbud Year)
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d. Answer question section.

e. Sign all consent forms.
Submit enrollment.
Once submitted, you can NOT go back and edit. You will
need to contact the Summit County Extension Office to
make corrections at 330-928-4769.

Books and Materials

All Cloverbud members will take either 710 Cloverbud
Activities (no project book) or 715 My Cloverbud Year (project
book). Cloverbud age members are not eligible to take any other
projects. The Cloverbud program does not require you to
purchase any project books, it is your choice weather to use the
book. Some members enjoy filling out the book and find it is
helpful practice for when they become project age. View a
sample here: https://extensionpubs.osu.edu/my-4-h-Cloverbud-

year-individual/?searchid=0&search_query=Cloverbud

There are also numerous Cloverbud resources available to
volunteers to help plan and run effective Cloverbud meetings.
Some materials are available with a fee but many more are
available free online. You can find some of these materials at the
following links:

e The Big Book of Cloverbud Activities:
https://extensionpubs.osu.edu/the-big-book-of-4-h-

Cloverbud-activities/

e Cloverbud Volunteer Guidebook:
https://extensionpubs.osu.edu/Cloverbud-volunteer-

guidebook/
e 4-H Cloverbud Connections Blog:

https://u.osu.edu/Cloverbudconnections/
e Click & Do Activities:
https://u.osu.edu/Cloverbudconnections/click-it/
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e Cloverbud Reading Connections:

https://u.osu.edu/Cloverbudconnections/reading/
e Cloverbud Activity Kits:
https://u.osu.edu/Cloverbudconnections/kits/

Opportunities for Cloverbuds

Show and Tell

Rather than competitive judging, Cloverbuds participate in the
Cloverbud Show and Tell during the same time as 4-H Project
Judging. They can select any topic of interest to create their
show and tell project on including an animal. During the Show
and Tell, they will then have the opportunity to talk about their
project with one of our Cloverbud Helpers. Cloverbuds can
create a poster, an art project, a photo collage or other display to
showcase what they learned. Some ideas people have used in the
past: caring for a family pet, creating a LEGO® display, learning
to tie dye, a scrapbook of a family vacation, a diorama, learning
and trying a science experiment, planting a vegetable or flower
garden, or creating a stick horse.

Cloverbud Graduation

Cloverbuds move up to the next step in their 4-H Career when
they are 9 years old or 8 and in 3" grade as of January 1 of the
calendar year. 4-Hers who will be moving from Cloverbuds to
Project Age Members are recognized each year at the Annual 4-
H Banquet in the fall prior to starting their projects. For
example, if your child is in 27 grade and turns 9 in Feb 2025 they
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would be recognized as a Cloverbud Graduate at the 4-H Banquet
in the Fall of 2025. They would be project eligible for 2026.

Cloverbud Camp

Each year Cloverbud members also have the opportunity to
participate in the Summit County Cloverbud Camp. The day
camp is held for three days in June each year at the County
Fairground. Your Cloverbud will participate in fun games,
activities, make crafts, play outside and meet new friends. You
can learn more about this year’s camp by visiting our website
here: https://summit.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-

development/opportunities-and-scholarships/county Summit

County 4-H -> Opportunities and Scholarships -> Summit
County. Or you can reach out to the Summit County Extension
Office at 330-928-4769, or follow us on Facebook.

Cloverbud Engineering Adventure

Each year Ohio 4-H holds a STEM Challenge just for Cloverbuds
which can be entered by a clubs’ team, and participated in
throughout the year. In the summer the team will come together
to present their work at a regional showcase. Learn more here:

https://u.osu.edu/Cloverbudconnections/engineering-adventure/

What is it?

The Ohio 4-H Cloverbud Engineering Adventure gives 4-H
Cloverbuds the opportunity to work cooperatively in teams to
problem-solve using STEM (science, engineering, technology
and math) skills. Cloverbuds will work together to create a
model using interlocking bricks (i.e. Legos) related to the year’s
theme and challenge guidelines. A new theme is selected each
year, and teams will research a topic, build a working model of
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their solution to the adventure challenge and create a poster to
illustrate their findings. Teams present their models and
findings to a team of reviewers, learn about other Cloverbud
projects, participate in age-appropriate STEM activities, and are
recognized during a closing celebration.

Example: The 2025 theme was up, up and away. The
challenge required teams to build a model of any kind of aircraft
with at least 1 moving part and a trifold. Supplemental activities,
books, videos and field trip ideas were provided to enhance the
learning experience of the Cloverbud Members. See more here:
https://bpb-us-
w2.wpmucdn.com/u.osu.edu/dist/4/56660/files/2025/02/2025-
Cloverbud-Engineering-Adventure-Flyer-1.pdf

County Wide Events

In Summit County we are working to add more county wide
events that allow members from different clubs to get together.
Sometimes these include Cloverbud specific events. Keep an eye
on the 4-H newsletter, band app, county Facebook, page for
announcements about upcoming events!

Cloverbuds & The Summit County Fair

Most 4-H members participate in the County Fair however 4-H is
a separate organization from the Summit County Fair. While we
have done our best in this guide to provide you with the most up-
to-date information, please reach out directly to the Summit
County Fair with questions and refer to their website for the
latest information.
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All Junior Fair Cloverbud classes are under class J23 Cloverbud.
Members may enter in more than one event/class, however at
least one entry is required to receive a free fair pass. Cloverbud
classes are non-competitive. Each event can only be entered
once per member (i.e. you can only enter one poster).

Cloverbud Poster Displays

If a member would like to enter a poster it may be the same one
used for 4-H Show and Tell. The topic can be anything of the
members choosing and be any size. The poster will be brought
to the Domestic Arts Building the Sunday before Fair for check
in. Posters can either be displayed in the Domestic Arts Building
or in a barn associated with the members club. Entries are done
online and members will select class J23.

Cloverbud Animal Fun Shows/ Showmanship

In these events young fair goers can enter to learn about
showing a live animal at the county fair. Participants should
have experience handling the animals prior to registering.

e Rabbit Showmanship*
e Poultry Showmanship*
e Goat Class

e Horse Showmanship

*These classes require the participant to have the appropriate
animal on the fairgrounds or borrow one from another member.

Other Fair events/ classes for Cloverbuds

e Poultry Cage Decorating
e Pop Bottle Animals
e Stick Horse Down & Back

How to Register
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1. All entries are to be made online. The link will be
available in the Summit County Fair Jr. Fair Premium
Book each year. https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/ and will be shared in the 4-H
Newsletter.

2. Thereis no cost to enter if you are selecting any J23
class, all Junior Fair Classes Start with a J. During check
out select Item 4 “4-H/Jr. Fair Class”.

3. If you have questions about entering online please
email summitcofair2@gmail.com or call the fair office
330-633-6200

Fair wristbands

Each Year 4-H members can receive a free Fair Wristband/ pass
which allows the member to attend all 6 days of the fair. To
receive their pass your child will need to be registered in a Fair
class as explained above (this is separate from 4-H enrollment).
Your club must also complete service hours discuss with your
club advisor how you can help. Your club may also put
additional requirements for receiving your wrist band. Be sure
to attend your club meetings and ask your club’s head advisor if
you have questions.

Adult Entries

Parents/ guardians can also participate in the Summit County
Fair! There are hundreds of open class contests which can be
entered by adults and youth. View them in the Summit County
Fair Premium Book: https://summitfair.com/premium-book/

Departments range from, flower gardening, to canning,
woodworking, photography, showing animals and much more!
This is a fun way to participate alongside your 4-Her and receive
your own Fair Wristband.
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Questions

Why are youth separated into Cloverbuds and Project age
members in 4-H?

In 4-H we believe in positive youth development and that means
different things at different ages. Our program is based on sound
research in human development to provide age-appropriate
noncompetitive group activities that allow our youngest
members to learn life skills such as getting along with others
and feeling good about themselves. Competition with self and
others is inappropriate for the 4-H Cloverbud grade levels. As
youth grow and develop, they become ready to tackle more
complex problems and receive feedback through critique,
awards, and recognition of individual achievements.

Can a child stay in the Cloverbud Program after they turn 9?

For some youth with developmental delays it may be
appropriate to remain in the 4-H Cloverbud program for longer
than what is typical. If you think your child may need to
continue participating in 4-H as a Cloverbud reach out to the
Extension Office to discuss a Winning Plan accommodation.

Can a Cloverbud hold a club officer position?

No. Cloverbud meeting should be age appropriate and separate
from the general club meetings.

Are Cloverbuds real 4-H members?

ABSOLUTLY! Our Cloverbud members are just as important as
project age members. Years as a Cloverbud count towards you
total years in 4-H and members are counted towards the total
number of members in your club.
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Summit County 4-H Educators

4-H Educator

Imani Scruggs
scruggs.34@osu.edu
(234) 226-6632

4-H & ANR Educator
Rachel Chapman
chapman.894@osu.edu
234-226-6934
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