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2026 Summit County 
4-H Project Judging Guide  

 
 
 

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 
 
This guide is intended to provide you with all of the information you need to complete your 
project successfully. It includes information on EVERY Summit County 4-H project available.  
To find the information that is relevant to you: 

 
1) Read all the information in the “General Information” section. 

 
2) Locate your specific project in the “Project Completion and Fair Requirements” section to 

learn what you need to do to finish your project and which judging day(s) you will attend.  
 

3) Read the appropriate section(s) to learn about your judging day and process: 4-H Project 
Judging (possibly including Companion Animals) OR Horse Projects OR Livestock Projects. 
 

4) Those previous sections may include links to further information. Be sure to read any 
additional rules & guidelines for your project found in other locations such as the Special 
Guidelines sections or Summit County Fair or Ohio State Fair websites.  

 
PLEASE NOTE: It is the responsibility of the 4-H member to understand the project 
requirements for each of their projects. 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Attending some form of project judging is a requirement for project 
completion. If you are unable to attend your scheduled judging, please refer to SPECIAL 
ACCOMMODATIONS AND ALTERNATE JUDGING for information on an alternate option.   

 
Contact the Summit County Extension office if you have questions or need help locating your 
project.   
 
Summit County Extension Office Contact Information:  
4-H Educators: Imani Scruggs & Rachel Chapman 
Phone: 330-928-4769 
https://summit.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development  
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A NOTE ABOUT CLOVERBUDS  
 

 
Cloverbuds are 4-H’s youngest members, beginning with youth age 5 AND in kindergarten 
as of January 1 of the current calendar year and ending with eligibility for 4-H project 
membership (age 8 AND in 3rd grade OR age 9 as of January 1st of the current year). 
 

Cloverbud Projects:  
 

All Cloverbud members will take either 710 Cloverbud Activities (no project book) or 715 
My Cloverbud Year (project book). Cloverbud age members are not eligible to take any 
other projects.  

 
 
Cloverbud Show and Tell:  
 

Rather than competitive judging, Cloverbuds participate in the Cloverbud Show and Tell 
during the same time as 4-H Project Judging. They can select any topic of interest to create 
their show and tell project on, including an animal. During the Show and Tell, they will then 
have the opportunity to talk about their project with one of our Cloverbud Helpers. 
 
Cloverbuds can create a poster, an art project, a photo collage or other display to showcase 
what they learned. Some ideas people have used in the past: caring for a family pet, 
creating a LEGO® display, learning to tie dye, a scrapbook of a family vacation, a diorama, 
learning and trying a science experiment, planting a vegetable or flower garden, or creating 
a stick horse.  
 

Cloverbuds at the County Fair: 
 
Cloverbuds have the opportunity to participate in the Cloverbud Poster class (J23) at the 
Summit County Fair. Cloverbuds may also participate under some of the other classes. In 
the past these have included goats, poultry, cavy, and rabbits. See the Jr. Fair Premium book 
for details. https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/ 
 

Awards:  
 

The Cloverbud program is non-competitive. Cloverbuds will receive participation 
awards but are not eligible for other awards, and do not go to the Ohio State Fair. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
 

New in 2026  
 
Please note these changes in 2026: 

4-H Project Judging Registration Change: There will be no separate signup for 4-H Project 

Judging. Only initial registration in 4HOnline is required. Projects will have a judging time slot 

assigned to them after the club advisor confirms the member intends to participate in judging. You 

will be notified of your time slot via the email address listed on your 4-H Online profile. 

4-H Project Judging Score Sheet Change: Our score sheet has been updated for 2026. A sample 

is provided here.  

4-H Project Judging Awards now include Placement Ribbons: Project judges will have the 

ability to award placement ribbons (First, second, etc.) to members in each project. Participants 

will be competing against others taking the same project. Placements will only be awarded if the 

participant fully completed their project.  

4-H Project Judging Award Ceremony Date Change: The 4-H Award Ceremony for items judged 

at 4-H Project Judging will be held at 1pm on 4-H Project Judging Day. During this award 

ceremony, the placement (First, Second, etc.) winners and state fair nominees and alternates will 

be announced and honored. In most cases, the first place winner will be the state fair delegate, 

with the second place winner being the state fair alternate. 

2026 Project Completion and Fair Requirements Changes: There are many minor changes to 

match the state fair guidelines, so be sure to verify your project requirements in that section. 

 Specific change for Woodworking: There is now an optional photo display component.  

 Some projects have moved to different judging days at the State Fair. 

 

 

We are always trying to improve 4-H and “Make the Best Better.” The above changes are a 

result of that mindset, but we recognize that everyone has different points of view and may or may 

not find them helpful. Respectful feedback on what we do well and how we can improve is always 

welcome.  

Much of what it takes to operate 4-H and the Summit County Fair is done by volunteers. If 

you are interested in helping make 4-H and the Summit County Fair run smoothly, please consider 

joining the 4-H Advisory Committee or the Summit County Fair Board or Jr. Fair Board. Contact the 

extension office or fair board for details.  
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2026 Important Dates and Deadlines 
 
This list is not complete. Other dates may apply for certain projects.  
Other specific deadlines do apply for obtaining Livestock and Companion Animals.  

Check your species information for details. 
 
March 15, 2026: Deadline for 4-H member registration and project selection on 4HOnline 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Only youth members of project age (at least 8 and in 3rd grade as of Jan 1) are 
eligible to take competitive projects. Cloverbud members can participate in the Cloverbud Show and Tell. 
NOTE: To DROP any project, please inform both your club leader and the Summit County Extension Office as 
soon as possible, so that judge availability and schedules can be adjusted in a timely fashion.  

 
June 1, 2026: Deadline for Horse Registration and Dog Form Deadline. 

See Horse Projects for more details. 
See J21 - Dogs in the Jr. Fair Premium Book for more details. 

 
June 14, 2026: Registration Deadline for Summit County Jr. Fair Entries 

See “When Will My Project Be Judged?” to determine the required entry method. 
See Summit County Fair Participation information for more details. 

 
July 18, 2026: 4-H Project Judging & “Grade and Exhibit Day” at the Summit County Fairgrounds 

Grade & Exhibit Day includes 4-H Project Judging, Cloverbud Show & Tell, and some Livestock projects’ barn 
setup and project book submission deadlines.  
This is always held the second Saturday before the start of the Summit County Fair. 

 
July 18, 2026: 2026 4-H Award Ceremony at 1pm  

This is a change for 2026:  The 4-H award ceremony will be held the same day as judging! 

 
July 28- Aug 2, 2026: Summit County Fair. (includes 4-H Livestock Judging) 

Summit County Jr. Fair Information at https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/  
Summit County General Fair Information at https://summitfair.com/fair/  
This is always held the last full week in July. 

 
July 29-August 9, 2026: Ohio State Fair 

Ohio State Non-Livestock Judging info at https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook  
Other Ohio State Fair 4-H information at https://ohio4h.org/families/ohio-state-fair  
General information on attending the Ohio State Fair at https://www.ohiostatefair.com/  
Specific information about animals competing at the Ohio State Fair at https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/   

https://summit.osu.edu/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
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What is 4-H Project Judging? What is “Grade & Exhibit Day”? 
 

4-H Project Judging is the name given to the pre-county-fair interview judging for most 
non-livestock 4-H projects. You may also hear it referred to as “Grade & Exhibit Day,” 
though in this case it may just be referring to anything happening on that day. This is 
always held the second Saturday before the start of the Summit County Fair. 
 

How Do I Sign Up for Judging? 
 

See your project’s information in the Project Completion and Fair Requirements section to 
determine your project judging type. 
 
Livestock projects judged at the county fair must be registered through 
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/ by the deadline. 
 
Non-livestock 4-H Project Judging: New in 2026: No separate signup. Only initial 
registration in 4HOnline is required. Projects will have a judging time slot assigned to them 
after the club advisor confirms the member intends to participate in judging. You will be 
notified of your time slot via the email address listed in your 4-H Online profile. 
 

Summit County Jr. Fair Participation (4-H) 
 

All 4-H projects have the option to participate in the Summit County Jr. Fair Classes. This 
participation is SEPARATE from 4-H Project Judging, and does NOT qualify a member for 
State Fair. This additional competition allows the 4-H member to display their 
achievements at the fair, while vying for awards in competitive judging. The suggested Jr. 
Fair Class for each 4-H project is included in the Project Completion and Fair Requirements 
section at the end of this guide. 
 
Please note that Summit County Fair judging requirements are often different than those 
for 4-H judging, and members should read the Jr. Fair Premium Book guidelines to be sure 
they meet the requirements. https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/  
 
Summit County Fair participation requires fair entry (outside of 4-H) using the fair’s online 
registration before the deadline, for any project including Livestock projects.  
 

Summit County Open Class Participation (not 4-H) 
 

Summit County open-class entries (not Jr. Fair) are open to youth and adults of all ages. 
Adult entry in open class includes fair admission on all days of the fair, and may be of 
interest to parents of 4-H members who are attending daily and want discounted 
admission. Additionally, this can be a fun opportunity for parents to participate in the fair 
alongside their 4-H member. This is outside the scope of 4-H, but information can be found 
at https://summitfair.com/premium-book/ for all ages.   

https://summit.osu.edu/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
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Ohio State Fair Participation 
 

For most projects judged at 4-H Project Judging, the county selects members to represent 
Summit County and compete at the Ohio State Fair. This is the only way to enter those State 
Fair classes. In some cases a State Fair alternate may also be chosen. The State Fair 
alternate will only participate if the designated representative is unable to attend. To find 
out if your project has a State Fair class, check the right column for your project in the 
Project Completion and Fair Requirements section at the end of this guide. 

 
Those selected to attend State Fair will be notified and celebrated during the award 
ceremony. They will also receive an email by no later than three days following judging 
with detailed information including State Fair requirements, judging times and location, 
parking information, and anything else they may need. Please make certain the email in 
your 4-H online profile is correct or you may not receive this information. If you are 
chosen but are unable to attend State Fair, please notify the county extension office so that 
the alternate may go in your place. 
 
Some Ohio State Fair days overlap with the Summit County Fair, so members may need to 
choose which fair activities to attend. If you are chosen to represent Summit County but 
determine that you are unable to attend the Ohio State Fair event, please let the extension 
office know as soon as possible so the State Fair alternate can attend in your place. 
 
For most other animal projects such as livestock, horses, and some dog projects, the 
member may enter the State Fair judging events directly. You will need to research the 
requirements as well as any entry deadlines and other considerations. 
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/  has information on the available classes and links to 
other information. Information is also listed next to each individual project at the end of 
this guide. If you need help, contact the 4-H Extension Office or your club leader. 

 

Bonus Tips 
 

 The State Fair Guidelines for your project may have additional suggestions for your project. 
 

 You will not know if you are selected to represent your county at the State Fair until after 
4-H Project Judging, but it is a good idea to look at the requirements for State Fair and 
prepare just in case. Some things are very different (such as woodworking having a 
practical skills test where the members use tools to create objects) and by preparing early, 
you can be ready if you are chosen. 
 

 There are other contests available to 4-H members at the Ohio State Fair. Be sure to check 
them out! 
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4-H PROJECT JUDGING INFORMATION 
 

4-H Project Judging Location & Process (What to Expect) 
 

 
4-H Project Judging is held in the Virginia O’Casek Party Center (sometimes called the Admin 
Building) at the Summit County Fairgrounds (1050 North Ave, Tallmadge, OH 44278).  
 
The Virginia O’Casek building is located in the center of the fairgrounds with parking nearby. 
In the fair map shown here, 4-H Project Judging is held in the building in the center labeled “D” 
and parking is in the area marked “RIDES” just below it. 

 
Arrive at least 10 minutes before your 
assigned judging time.  
 
Don’t forget to bring your project book and 
display items! (More information on that in 
What to Bring to 4-H Project Judging) 
 
When you arrive at judging, check in and 
wait for your assigned time. 
 
When your judging time comes and the 
judge is ready, you will bring your items to 
the judging table and introduce yourself to 
the judge. 
 
Your judge may want you to tell them a 
little bit about your project, or they may 
prefer to ask questions for you to answer. 
They will examine your project book and 
display item(s). They will fill out a 
scoresheet based on how you do in certain 
areas. 
  
At the end of your judging time, the judge 
will hand you a copy of your graded 
scoresheet and the ribbon associated with 
your grade.  
 
New in 2026: The Award Ceremony will be held at 1pm immediately following judging. Please 
stick around to cheer on the winners (you might be one of them!) 
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Project Skill Level vs. Judging Class Level 
 

Each member may be assigned to a particular class during 4-H Project Judging. These 
classes are different from the “Project Skill Level” suggested by the 4-H Project guide.  
 
The “Project Skill Level” is an indication of the project’s intended audience, used to help 
members find an appropriate project for their age or skill level, though this is not a 
requirement.  
 
The judging classes are based on the project itself, the number of years the member has 
taken the project, and/or the 4-H age of the member. Wherever possible, Summit County 
judging classes will match those used at the Ohio State Fair. 
 

 

Project Grades, Awards, and Recognition  
 

Project grades, placement, and State Fair nominations are at the discretion of our 4-H 
judges. All our judges are hand-selected for knowledge, fairness, and a desire to support 
positive youth development.   
 
Project Grades: Project grades are based on overall completion, neatness, communication, 
and knowledge of the project. Most projects are graded using the “Summit County 4-H 
Project Judging Scoring Sheet.” A blank copy is included in this Judging Guide. The projects 
are graded based on the items shown on that sheet, including project book completion, 
display, personal presentation, and the interview judging and their knowledge. The 
possible awards are Blue, Red, and White ribbons.  
 
At the end of 4-H Project Judging, the judge will present the 4-H member with a copy of 
their grading sheet along with the ribbon they have been awarded. 
 
Project Placement Awards: New in 2026: Project judges will have the ability to award 
placement ribbons (First, second, etc.) to members in each project. Participants will be 
competing against others taking the same project. Placements will only be awarded if the 
participant fully completed their project.  
 
2026 4-H Award Ceremony: New in 2026: The 4-H Award Ceremony for items judged at 
4-H Project Judging will be held at 1pm on 4-H Project Judging Day. During this award 
ceremony, the placement (First, Second, etc.) winners and state fair nominees and 
alternates will be announced and honored. In most cases, the first place winner will be the 
state fair delegate, with the second place winner being the state fair alternate. 
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What to Bring to 4-H Project Judging 
 
1. Yourself 
 

 Appearance: Dress appropriately for judging. It is an interview, so business casual is 
recommended. (Button-down shirt or polo with slacks or a skirt). The 4-H member’s 
appearance should be neat, clean, and respectful. 

 Talking points: Be prepared to discuss your project and present a several sentence short 
summary. This could include what you learned, what you think is important about this 
project, any challenges you faced, etc. Try to sum up your project for the judge without 
rambling. 

 
2. Your Completed Project Book OR Self-Determined Project Guide 
 

 ALL Projects (with the exception of Cloverbuds) have a project book or guide that is 
completed prior to judging. You MUST bring this to judging. (It is 25% of your grade!) 

 If a book is intended to be used for more than one year, it is considered completed when 
that year’s portion is complete. 

  
3. Your Item(s) to Display 
 

 Find your specific project in the Project Completion and Fair Requirements section and see 
which item(s) to display are required for your project. Items to display could include a 
poster, a visual display, and/or a specific item created for the project. Members should 
only bring the display item(s) that are specified for their project. Ensure that pictures 
and explanation of the completed project are included as appropriate. Unless otherwise 
specified, the display should focus on what you learned by completing the project. 

 
 Displays: These may take many forms, such as a scrapbook, a portfolio, a model, 

diorama or any other way to creatively display information representing the learning 
experience of the current project. The size is limited to what a member can carry. It 
is recommended to be no larger than 3ft x3ft in size. Unless otherwise specified, a project 
asking for a display may use a poster or tri-fold.  

 Posters: These are considered a type of display unless otherwise specified. A standard 
size poster board is recommended. Trifold poster boards are also permitted.  

 Specific Item: This is an item created during the project, such as a garment, 
woodworking item, decorated cake, art piece, etc. If a member has created multiple 
items for their project, they may select which one to bring to judging. 

 Portfolio: Food & Nutrition projects MUST use the specified state fair “Food & 
Nutrition” portfolio format. Other portfolio types (art, etc.) have different specifications. 

 
NOTE: The Ohio State Fair judging may require additional items, but only the specified item(s) 

requested in the county section of the Project Completion and Fair Requirements will be used for 

county judging. Additional items brought to county judging will NOT be used to determine 

the member’s grade.    

https://summit.osu.edu/
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Sample 4-H Project Judging Project Scoring Sheet 
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SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS AND ALTERNATE JUDGING 
 

Special Accommodations for Disabilities 
 

Special judging accommodations may be made for a youth with disabilities using the 
“Winning 4-H Plan.” 
  
To make an accommodation request, complete the Winning 4-H Plan Request Form found 
at https://ohio4h.org/about/join-4-h#winning-plan and send it to the Summit County 
Extension Office, or contact the County Extension Office directly for more assistance. 

 

Special Accommodations for other reasons 
 

If a member has a religious (or similar) obligation that does not allow them to attend 
scheduled project judging please contact the Summit County Extension office so that 
special accommodations can be made.  
 
Accommodations will NOT be made for vacations or similar scheduling conflicts. 4-H 
Project Judging is always two Saturdays before the start of the Summit County Fair. 

 

Alternate Judging at the Club Level 
 

If members are unable to attend county judging, they may still complete their projects by 
being judged at the club level. This completes their project but removes eligibility for Ohio 
State Fair participation and other awards. 
 
Project Judging and interviews are an important part of 4-H project completion. Judging 
interviews allow 4-H members to present their completed project & share knowledge 
gained through project work. Many alumni credit 4-H for helping them build valuable 
interview skills! However, if a member is unable to attend their scheduled judging day, they 
can still complete their project by being judged at the club level. 
 
Judging at the Club Level: Members may arrange a time with their club leaders to present 
and interview for their project. Any adult volunteer in the club may interview the member, 
as long as they are not their parent or a close family member. The volunteer will then fill 
out the member’s evaluation as a judge would and turn it in to the county. The best practice 
is to have the youth member present their project to their club at a club meeting. 
 
County and State Fair Eligibility: Members who are judged at the club level will still be 
eligible to exhibit at the Summit County Fair, but will NOT be eligible to exhibit at the Ohio 
State Fair. If you have questions about these rules and eligibility you can contact the 
Summit County Extension Office.  
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SPECIAL ANIMAL PROJECT GUIDELINES 
 
 

Companion Animal Projects (Cats, Dogs, Pocket Pets, Self-Determined Companion Animals) 

 
Note: Cavy (Guinea Pig) and Rabbits (including Pet Rabbits) are livestock , not companion animals.  
 
Companion Animal projects participate in 4-H Project Judging. Participants must bring their 
completed project book and records, along with an educational display representing the learning 
experience of their project.  
 
Companion Animal projects include Cats, Dogs, Pocket Pets, and Self-Determined Companion 
animals including Chinchillas, Ferrets, Hedgehogs, and Reptiles & Amphibians. 
 
4-H Project Judging does not normally include showing the companion animal. Members are only 
required to bring their completed project book/records and display. If you would like to bring 
your companion animal to 4-H Project Judging, you must contact the extension office for 
permission. Bringing or not bringing an animal will not affect eligibility for State Fair.  
 
Please note that the State Fair Companion Animal day often takes place during the Summit County 
Fair and may conflict with county events.  
 
Members are encouraged to enter their companion animals in the Summit County Fair. More 
information can be found in the Jr. Fair Premium Book: https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-
book/  
 
For additional companion animal project resources, go to the State 4-H Animal Sciences Website: 
https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/animal-sciences/companion-animals 
 

  

https://summit.osu.edu/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/animal-sciences/companion-animals
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Horse Projects  
 
Note: Horseless Horse is judged during 4-H Project Judging, and does not follow the guidelines of 
the rest of this section.  
 

Members are eligible to take equine projects when they become project-age. First-year horse 
members must take the project Beginning Horse Management. After the first year, members 
are eligible to take any of the other horse projects. Additional supplements may be required.  
 
Members must read and understand all of the current 179R Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse Shows 
(available as a 4-H project supplement) AND the current Summit County Jr. Fairboard Horse 
Committee rules (available at https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/). A quiz on the 
rulebook is due by registration. 
 
Members enrolled in horse projects must complete OSU’s Equine Safety, Training, and 
Education Program (EquiSTEP) each year. This course is provided online and must be 
completed (and the certificate of completion provided to the Jr. Fairboard Horse Committee) 
by registration.  
 
Horse projects have registration information and deadlines that are often earlier than other 
projects, usually June 1st. Please note that registering for 4-H is not the same as registering a 
horse for the Summit County Fair, and that horse projects have an additional registration 
process. 
 
We recommend that members should join an equine 4-H club for the best information and 
support. Members’ equine project books will be judged by advisors from equine clubs. 
Advisors are not to judge projects from their own club, but will judge project books from other 
clubs. Talk to your club advisor for details. 

 
 Ohio State Fair: Members qualify for state fair through qualifying at PAS horse shows. Learn how 
to qualify for state fair at https://horse.osu.edu.   
  

https://summit.osu.edu/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://horse.osu.edu/
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Livestock Projects (Cattle/Calf, Swine/Hog, Goat, Sheep/Lamb, Llama/Alpaca, Poultry, Rabbit & Cavy) 

 
 
Specific Species Guidelines:  
 

Most livestock projects have specific rules that must be followed, such as date of ownership, 
vaccinations, weight requirements and breed restrictions. For Summit County, these 
regulations are set by the Summit County Jr. Fair Board, and change yearly.  
 
Please read all of the relevant documents, such as the “General Livestock Rules and 
Regulations” and the specific rules for your livestock species. These are located in the full Jr. 
Fair Premium Book at https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/ It is the responsibility 
of the 4-H member to understand the project requirements for each of their projects. 

 
Note on Quality Assurance: 
 

Ohio Administrative Code 901-19-07 requires that youth exhibiting market and lactating 
livestock must complete an approved Livestock Quality Assurance training at least 45 days 
prior to the start of the fair, but no sooner than Oct.1 of the previous calendar year. These 
trainings are scheduled through the county and information on available training is provided 
throughout the year.  

 
Livestock Project Completion: 
 

Members will complete most livestock projects by showing their livestock at the county fair 
and having their project books evaluated per county fair guidelines.  
 
If for some reason, you are unable to attend the county fair with your livestock, you may be 
able to attend 4-H Project Judging with a display instead, or other alternate judging may be 
provided. Contact the extension office for assistance in those situations.  
 
If the specific livestock category for your animal type is not available at the county fair, also 
contact the extension office for assistance.  
 

Livestock at the Ohio State Fair:  
 
4-H Members may choose to exhibit livestock at the state fair if they desire. They do not need 
to be selected by the county. Information on Ohio State Fair Livestock entry for 4-H members 
is found in the Livestock Competition information at https://www.ohiostatefair.com/   

  

https://summit.osu.edu/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/
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SPECIAL NON ANIMAL PROJECT GUIDELINES 
 

Clothing Projects  
 

All projects are to be made by and for the 4-H member (with the exception of Sew for Others, 
to be worn by another person). 
 
For 4-H Project Judging, the judges will need to examine your clothing items created. See the 
specifications for your individual project in the Project Completion & Judging Requirements. 
 
If you constructed your garment, it should be carried in (not worn) to judging so that it can be 
inspected by the judge. For these projects, include a photo of yourself in the garment/look with 
the project book. 
 
If your project is fashion based, and was not constructed by you, then you will wear it to 
judging as part of a total look outfit. (This includes decorating a previously constructed item.) 
 
Outfit components may not be used in two different clothing projects. For further 
considerations if taking multiple clothing projects, view the restrictions in the State Fair 
Guidelines. 

 

Food & Nutrition Projects 
 

Food & Nutrition projects require a three-ring portfolio. The portfolio is project-specific. There 
will be one page for each section in your project book, and must meet the exact guidelines 
given by the state fair judging. There are multiple documents on the State Fair guidebook page 
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook that can assist you with creating this special 
portfolio. The exact titles and number of pages for your portfolio are listed there as well. 
 
Please note that the portfolio is showcasing what you learned, not just preserving memories. 
You should have text along with any photos or images, and the page might include many 
different things like a description of what you did, a summary of what you learned, or anything 
else that helps you reflect on your learning experience and share that with the judge. Each 
page can be completely different if desired. There are NO points given for scrapbooking style.  
 
Portfolio guidelines may change year-to-year, so always review the State Fair Guidelines 
for the most up-to-date information. 
 
You will also need to have knowledge of nutrition learned from your book and from MyPlate or 
https://wwww.myplate.gov. A two-page summary MyPlate Handout is available in the Food & 
Nutrition Days section at https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook for your reference.  
 
Please note that you will NOT be bringing any cooked items to 4-H Project Judging. The only 
items you will bring to 4-H Project Judging will be your completed project book and your 
portfolio, unless otherwise specified for your specific project.    

https://summit.osu.edu/
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://wwww.myplate.gov/
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
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Self-Determined Projects 
 
Self-Determined Projects are for youth with a great idea that does not fit into a current 4-H project 
book. Self-Determined Projects require a baseline understanding of the 4-H project completion 
process and should only be taken by members who have completed at least one project 
previously. Self-Determined projects can also be a way to extend a project that you would like to 
delve deeper into.  
 
Self-Determined Project Guide 

Youth are required to fill out the Self-Determined Project Guide. This guide serves to help 
youth plan their project experience the same way a project book would, and is a requirement 
for State Fair eligibility. The Project Guide can be downloaded from the Self-Determined 
project page or the Summit Extension office can print you a copy during business hours.  

 
Idea Starters 

Idea Starters are topic ideas with suggested activities and learning experiences. They can be 
downloaded and printed for free from the state website: https://ohio4h.org/selfdetermined. 
These do NOT replace the Self-Determined Project Guide but can help youth in completing it. 
Youth are NOT required to use an idea starter.  

 
Determining Your Project Category 

Self-Determined projects are broken up into the following main categories (and State Fair 
Class). A list of which idea starters correspond with these categories can be found in the “tip 
sheet” found at: https://ohio4h.org/selfdetermined  

 General (Self-Determined Day) 
 Companion Animal (Companion Animal Day)  
 Creative Arts (Creative Arts Day) 
 Family Life (Family Life Day) 
 Natural Resources (Natural Resources Day) 
 Quilt (Quilt Day) 
 Workforce Prep Day (Workforce Prep Day) 
 Leadership (Leadership Day) 
 STEM (STEM Day) 

 
What to bring to 4-H Project Judging 

Bring your completed project guide and a display that follows the Self-Determined project 
State Fair guidelines for your category day (see above to determine your category). 

 
365.01 - Self Determined Companion Animals 

Any animal can be shown under Self-Determined Companion Animals. However, there are idea 
starters for certain species like Chinchillas, Ferrets, Hedgehogs, Pigeons, and Reptiles & 
Amphibians. If you choose this project, read the Companion Animal (Pet) section of this guide. 

 
More information: Details about Self-Determined Projects, Idea Starters, and State Fair 
information are available at: https://ohio4h.org/selfdetermined   

https://summit.osu.edu/
https://ohio4h.org/selfdetermined
https://ohio4h.org/selfdetermined
https://ohio4h.org/selfdetermined
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Shooting Sports Projects 
 
Age Limitations:  
 

Youth must be at least 9 years old by January 1 of current year to take a shooting sports 
project. OR 8 years old AND in 3rd grade. Cloverbuds are not eligible to participate in 
shooting sports. 

 
Club/Instructor Limitations: 

 
Projects 630 Safe Use of Guns and 631 Basic Archery may be taken by a 4-H member in any club 
and without the supervision of a Certified Shooting Sports Instructor. 
 
Projects 750 Rifle, 751 Archery, 752 Shotgun, 753 Pistol, 754 Hunting and Wildlife, 755 
Muzzleloader, 756 Living History, 757 Crossbow, or 758 Western Heritage must be taken in a 
club with an Ohio 4-H Certified Shooting Sports Instructor for that project discipline, 
under the supervision of the County Ohio 4-H Shooting Sports Certified Club Coordinator.  
A certified Shooting Sports Instructor must sign the cover of the member record book to 
for the member to be eligible to compete in 4-H Shooting Sports Projects 750, 751, 752, 
753, 754, 755, 756 and 757. 
 

Poster & Educational Display Requirements: 
 
Follow the guidelines provided by the State Fair Shooting Sports Day 
(https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook) regarding what items are permissible for use in your 
poster or display. A summary is provided below, but may not be complete: 
 

 Guns, bows, arrows, ammunition, and firearms of any kind are not permitted on the 
Fairgrounds.  

 Participants may not use bows, arrows, ammunition, and firearms of any kind or three-
dimensional replicas of them as a part of any display.  

 Displays may not include any part of an arrow longer than 6 inches.  
 Displays may not include any ‘loaded’ ammunition. Any shells or casings must be open so 

that a visual examination can show that there is no powder in ammunition (the caps must 
be either absent or expended).  

 Wild bird feathers, except legal game species, and all bird nests and eggs are protected 
under state and federal laws and are not permitted to be collected, possessed, or presented 
as a part of any display.  

 Human or humanoid shaped targets are inappropriate in any 4-H program activity and are 
not permitted to be used for project work or added to project posters or displays.  

  

https://summit.osu.edu/
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
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Woodworking Projects 
 
Woodworking project classes may be taken for 1-3 years (using the same book) before 
proceeding to the next level. Follow book guidelines for number of activities to be completed each 
year. The book is considered “complete” when that year’s portion is complete. 

556 Measuring Up, Level 1 
557 Making the Cut, Level 2 
558 Nailing It Together, Level 3 
559 Finishing Up, Level 4 
560M Woodworking Master (to be taken only after completing the previous projects) 

 
Project to be completed: Participants must complete and exhibit one constructed project. 
Members may not use projects that were made for school credit. 
 
The project may be based on plans from the 4-H project book OR be a project of similar size and 
scope using the skills contained in the project book. It is the demonstration of skills and NOT the 
size of the project that is being judged. 
 
The project must comply with the Ohio State Fair limitations on the types of finishes and tools 
that can be used for the project level.  
 
Limitation on Tools: Members must ONLY use the tools permitted for their project level, as 
specified in the Woodworking Day guidelines of the Ohio State Non-Livestock Guidebook: 
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook  
 
Members who use tools that are listed for higher project classes than their level will be evaluated 
only and are not considered for awards or State Fair participation. This is a safety issue. 
 
The lists of specific permitted tools often change slightly from year-to-year, so you MUST read and 
follow the list that applies to your specific project for the current year. Don’t assume that you 
know what is allowed because you took this project previously! 
 
Amount of work done by the member:  

For Measuring Up, Level 1 ONLY, the member is expected to do 90% or more of the project. The 
adult helper may dimension the lumber to the correct width.  
 
For Making the Cut, Nailing it Together, Finishing Up, & Woodworking Master, the member is 
expected to do 100% of the work. The adult helper may demonstrate techniques on a different 
piece of material, but cannot do any of the work on the project. 

 
State Skill Project: At the Ohio State Fair judging, there is a practical test called a Skill Project, 
where the member will use tools and build a small project within a time limit.  
This Skill Project is NOT done in Summit County judging. However, practicing the skill project at 
home is a good way to build your woodworking skills. 
 

https://summit.osu.edu/
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

 * Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members 
with some experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these 
age guidelines are noted. 
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ohio4h.org 
Ohio State University Extension is part of the College of 

Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences at 
The Ohio State University. 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 

information, visit cfaesdei.osu.edu. For an accessible format 
of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 

 

2026 Project Completion and Fair Requirements for Summit County 
Completely new and revised projects are highlighted in light green. 

Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

About 4-H 

91 Discovering 4-H B All activities in 9 interest areas 
Project summary 

4-H Project Judging: Bring 
educational poster or display 
along with completed project 
book. 

 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class: J18 

- Vocation 

No state fair event 

 
Animal Sciences 
Animal Reproduction 

101 How the Herd 
Multiplies I, A 

 
All 9 activities and Talking It Over questions   
At least 2 learning experiences  
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience, limited in size to what 
you can move on your own. 

 (Optional) Enter County Fair class J16 - 
STEM 

Veterinary Science Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Beef 

117 Beef Project and 
Record Book (for 
beef breeding, beef 
feeder, dairy beef 
feeder, and market 
beef projects) 

X 

Project animal by required date 
Project goals and objectives 
Member Project Guide, Quality Assurance, and 

Animal Records sections 
At least 1 topic of interest 
At least 5 learning activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities. 
Club or county level project review 
County project judging (may be optional) 

Livestock Judging: See Livestock 
Projects section. 

Follow County Fair regulations: 
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in appropriate County 
Fair class: 
J1 Market Beef 
J12 Beef Carcass 
J22 Feeder Calf 
J25 Beef Breeding 

 
See Junior Division events on the 

Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also 4hansci.osu.edu 

Companion Animals and Rabbits 

200 All About Dogs B 

All 8 activities and Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book, completed project 
records, and an educational 
display representing the learning 
experience of this year’s project. 
Follow state fair guidelines for 
display types. 

 (Optional) Enter Summit County Fair 
Class J16 – STEM 

Companion Animal Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 
 
Members taking ANY Dog Project are 

eligible to enter the State Fair Dog 
Show Poster contest. Entry deadline 
is usually early June. 
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/do
g/ohio-state-fair  

 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/ohio-state-fair
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/ohio-state-fair


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

201 Dog Project and 
Record Book (for 
pet, obedience, 
showmanship, 
performance, and 
working dog 
projects) 

X 

Project animal by required date 
Project goals 
Member Project Guide, Dog Care and Welfare, and 

Animal Records sections 
Club or county level project review 
County project judging 
 
Additional Requirements Apply:  
Participants MUST refer to the Dogs section of 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/   
Some training classes are required.  
Additional deadlines for vaccination, health 

certificates, etc. also apply.  
Current rules will be listed at the link above. 
 
It is the responsibility of the 4-H member to 

understand the project requirements for 
each of their projects. 

 

Additional Requirements Apply: 
Participants MUST refer to the 
Dogs section of 
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/   

 
4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 

project book, completed project 
records, and an educational 
display representing the learning 
experience of this year’s project. 
You may follow state fair 
guidelines for display types for 
Companion Animal Day. 

 
201O Obedience,  
201S Showmanship,  
201P Performance, and 
201W Working Dogs:  
Enter and show in Summit County Fair 

Class J21 – Dogs   
 
201D You and Your Dog:  
 (Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 

– STEM 

Members taking ANY Dog Project are 
eligible to enter the State Fair Dog 
Show Poster contest. Entry deadline 
is usually early June. 
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/do
g/ohio-state-fair  

 
See also ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/ 
 
201D – Companion Animal Day 

ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook  
 
201O, S, P & W –State Fair Dog Show 
See 

https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/do
g/ohio-state-fair 

See also Dog Show Junior Division events 
on the Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

202 Dog Achievement 
Program X 

To earn a certificate, choose 3 topic areas within 
one category and complete all 5 activities 
with each selected topic area, for a total of 15 
activities. For more details, see project book 
or ohio4h.org/DAP.  

DAP Project book and website 
contains information on how to 
verify completion and receive 
DAP Certificate and pin.  

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book, completed project 
records, and an educational 
display representing the learning 
experience of this year’s project. 

No state fair event 
 
However, more information is available at 

https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/do
g/dog-achievement-program  

 
Members taking ANY Dog Project are 

eligible to enter the State Fair Dog 
Show Poster contest. Entry deadline 
is usually early June. 
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/do
g/ohio-state-fair  

 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/ohio-state-fair
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/ohio-state-fair
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/ohio-state-fair
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/ohio-state-fair
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
http://www.ohio4h.org/DAP
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/dog-achievement-program
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/dog-achievement-program
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/ohio-state-fair
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/ohio-state-fair


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

210 Assistance Animals 
in Action I 

All 8 activities and Talking It Over questions   
At least 2 learning experiences  
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book, completed project 
records, and an educational 
display representing the learning 
experience of this year’s project. 
Follow state fair guidelines for 
display types. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class 
appropriate for species type  

Companion Animal Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

215 Cavy Project and 
Record Book 

X 

Project animal by required date 
Project goals and objectives 
Member Project Guide, animal care and welfare 

activities, and animal records 
At least 5 of the learning activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
County project judging (may be optional) 

Livestock Judging: See Livestock 
Projects section. 

Follow County Fair regulations: 
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in County Fair class: J9 
– Cavy 

Summit County does not currently send 
Cavy projects to the Ohio State Fair. 

216 Purr-fect Pals, 
Level 1 

B 
Cat-a-logue Your Knowledge evaluation, before 

and after project 
At least 7 activities each year 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book, completed project 
records, and an educational 
display representing the learning 
experience of this year’s project. 
Follow state fair guidelines (link 
at right) for display types. 

See Companion Animals section 
(Optional) Enter County Fair Class: 

J20- Cats. 

Companion Animal Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

217 Climbing Up! Level 
2 I 

Cat-a-logue Your Knowledge evaluation, before 
and after project 

At least 7 activities each year 
Same as 216 Purr-fect Pals, above Companion Animal Day 

ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

218 Leaping Forward, 
Level 3 A 

Cat-a-logue Your Knowledge evaluation, before 
and after project 

At least 7 activities each year 
Same as 216 Purr-fect Pals, above Companion Animal Day 

ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook  

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

220 Pocket Pets Project 
and Record Book X 

Project animal by required date 
Project goals and objectives 
Member Project Guide, animal care and welfare 

activities, and animal records 
At least 5 of the learning activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
County project judging (may be optional) 

Note that Pocket Pets includes ONLY 
mice, rats, hamsters, and 
gerbils. Other small animals may 
be taken under their appropriate 
category or under “Self-
Determined Companion 
Animal.” 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book, completed project 
records, and an educational 
display representing the learning 
experience of this year’s project. 
Follow state fair guidelines for 
display types. 

See Companion Animals section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair Class: 

J19- Pocket Pets 

Companion Animal Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook  

228 Rabbit Project and 
Record Book (for 
breeding, market, 
and pet projects) 

X 

Project animal by required date  
At least 5 learning activities  
At least 2 learning experiences  
At least 1 topic of interest  
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities  
Animal Records and Quality Assurance sections  
Club or county level project review  
County project judging (may be optional)  

Livestock Judging: See Livestock 
Projects section. 

Follow County Fair regulations: 
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in County Fair class: 
J10 – Rabbit 

Pet Rabbits are entered under the 
non-market breed classes at the 
county fair. 

Summit County does not currently send 
Pet Rabbit projects to the State Fair. 

For other classes, see Rabbits Junior 
Division events on the Livestock 
Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also 4hansci.osu.edu 

230 4-H PetPALS 
Project and Record 
Book 

X 

Project animal by required date  
Project Goals and Objectives 
At least 2 project experiences 
Other animal project records 
County project judging (may be optional) 
Must be enrolled in a PetPALS program under the 

direction of a master 4-H PetPALS leader 

PetPALS program judging varies, as 
this is a group project.  

In 2026, participants have the 
opportunity to be evaluated at 
the Ohio State Fair Dog Show, 
but must enter by the deadline. 

State Fair Dog Show: 
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/do
g/ohio-state-fair 

See “Dog Show” events on the Livestock 
Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also 4hansci.osu.edu 
See also ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/ 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/ohio-state-fair
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/ohio-state-fair
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/dog/


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Dairy Cattle 

127 Dairy Cattle Project 
and Record Book 
(for dairy calf, dairy 
heifer, and dairy 
cow) 

X 

Project animal by required date 
Project Guide, Animal Records, Financial Records, 

and Quality Assurance sections 
Club or county level project review 
County project judging at county fair  

Livestock Judging: See Livestock 
Projects section. 

Follow County Fair regulations: 
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in County Fair Class: 
J2 Dairy Cattle 

See Dairy Cattle Junior Division events on 
the Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also 4hansci.osu.edu 

Goats 
135 Goat Project and 

Record Book (for 
breeding dairy; 
breeding meat; fiber; 
harness; market 
dairy, meat, or cross; 
pack, pygmy, and 
companion/pet goat 
projects) 

X 

Project animal by required date 
Project goals and objectives 
Member Project Guide, Quality Assurance, and 

Animal Records sections 
Club or county level project review 
County project judging at county fair 

Livestock Judging: See Livestock 
Projects section. 

Follow County Fair regulations: 
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in appropriate County 
Fair Class:  
J3 Market Goat 
J6 Dairy & Pygmy Goats (includes 
harness goats and pack goats) 

See Junior Division events on the 
Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also 4hansci.osu.edu 

Horses 

173 Horseless Horse B 

Planning Your Project section  
At least 4 interest areas 
All recommended activities in your selected 

interest areas 
At least 2 organized activities 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
One-page report 

4-H Project Judging: Bring 
educational poster or display 
along with completed project 
book including one-page report. 

 (Optional) Enter County Fair class: J16 
- STEM 

No state fair event 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

174 Beginning Horse 
Management B 

Project horse required by deadline 
Appropriate helmet and other equipment 
Planning Your Project section 
All interest areas 
At least 2 Things to Do in each interest area 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project record 
One-page report 

Horse Judging: See Horse Projects 
section. 

Complete EquiSTEP program. 
Follow County Fair regulations: 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in appropriate County 
Fair Horse Class. 

Must qualify at PAS show. 
Must follow Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse 

Shows 
See Horse Show Junior Division events on 

the Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also horse.osu.edu 

175 Light Horse 
Selection I 

Project horse required by deadline 
Appropriate helmet and other equipment 
Planning Your Project section 
All interest areas 
At least 2 Things to Do in each interest area 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Questions on pages 55-57 
Complete the judging description of your horse 
Completed 190R Equine Record Book  
One-page report 

Horse Judging: See Horse Projects 
section. 

Complete EquiSTEP program. 
Follow County Fair regulations: 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in appropriate County 
Fair Horse Class. 

Must qualify at PAS show. 
Must follow Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse 

Shows 
See Horse Show Junior Division events on 

the Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also horse.osu.edu 

177 Horse Training: 
How to Talk to Your 
Horse 

I 
Project horse required by deadline 
Appropriate helmet and other equipment 
Completed 190R Equine Record Book 

Horse Judging: See Horse Projects 
section. 

Complete EquiSTEP program. 
Follow County Fair regulations: 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in appropriate County 
Fair Horse Class. 

Must qualify at PAS show. 
Must follow Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse 

Shows 
See Horse Show Junior Division events on 

the Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also horse.osu.edu 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

180 Learning to Jump I 

Project horse required by deadline 
Appropriate helmet and other equipment 
All 3 project areas 
At least 5 activities in each interest area 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
One-page summary 
Complete 190R Equine Record Book 

Horse Judging: See Horse Projects 
section. 

Complete EquiSTEP program. 
Follow County Fair regulations: 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in appropriate County 
Fair Horse Class. 

Must qualify at PAS show. 
Must follow Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse 

Shows 
See Horse Show Junior Division events on 

the Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also horse.osu.edu 

181 Draft Horses I 

Project horse required by deadline 
Appropriate helmet and other equipment 
Planning Your Project section 
Interest areas 1-5 and 7 (new members) 
Interest areas 2-7 (returning members) 
Things to Do in each interest area 
At least 2 learning opportunities 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Completed 190R Equine Record Book 
One-page summary 

Horse Judging: See Horse Projects 
section. 

Complete EquiSTEP program. 
Follow County Fair regulations: 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in appropriate County 
Fair Horse Class. 

Must qualify at PAS show. 
Must follow Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse 

Shows 
See Horse Show Junior Division events on 

the Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also horse.osu.edu 

182 Small Equine I 

Project horse required by deadline 
Appropriate helmet and other equipment 
Project Areas 1-7, each with at least one project 

activity 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Completed 190R Equine Record Book 
One-page summary 

Horse Judging: See Horse Projects 
section. 

Complete EquiSTEP program. 
Follow County Fair regulations: 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in appropriate County 
Fair Horse Class. 

Must qualify at PAS show. 
Must follow Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse 

Shows 
See Horse Show Junior Division events on 

the Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also horse.osu.edu 

184 Standardbred 
Horse I 

Project horse required by deadline 
Appropriate helmet and other equipment 
Planning Your Project section 
Explore all interest areas 
At least 2 Things to Do  
At least 2 project learning experiences and 2 

leadership/citizenship activities 
Completed 190R Equine Record Book 
One-page summary 

Horse Judging: See Horse Projects 
section. 

Complete EquiSTEP program. 
Follow County Fair regulations: 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in appropriate County 
Fair Horse Class. 

Must qualify at PAS show. 
Must follow Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse 

Shows 
See Horse Show Junior Division events on 

the Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also horse.osu.edu 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 

Page 29 

Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

186 Gymkhana I 

Project horse required by deadline 
Appropriate helmet and other equipment 
Project Areas 1-3 
At least 2 learning experiences  
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Completed 190R Equine Record Book 
One-page summary 

Horse Judging: See Horse Projects 
section. 

Complete EquiSTEP program. 
Follow County Fair regulations: 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in appropriate County 
Fair Horse Class. 

Must qualify at PAS show. 
Must follow Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse 

Shows 
See Horse Show Junior Division events on 

the Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also horse.osu.edu 

187 Roping X 

Project horse required by deadline 
Appropriate helmet and other equipment 
First year: complete activities 1-4 
Year 2 and beyond: Complete activities 1-4, plus 2 

additional activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

Horse Judging: See Horse Projects 
section. 

Complete EquiSTEP program. 
Follow County Fair regulations: 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in appropriate County 
Fair Horse Class. 

Must qualify at PAS show. 
Must follow Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse 

Shows 
See Horse Show Junior Division events on 

the Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also horse.osu.edu 

188 Trail Riding I 

Project horse required by deadline 
Appropriate helmet and other equipment 
Planning Your Project section 
All interest areas 
At least 2 Things to Do in each interest area 
At least 2 project learning experiences and 2 

leadership/citizenship activities 
Completed 190R Equine Record Book 
One-page summary 

Horse Judging: See Horse Projects 
section. 

Complete EquiSTEP program. 
Follow County Fair regulations: 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in appropriate County 
Fair Horse Class. 

Must qualify at PAS show. 
Must follow Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse 

Shows 
See Horse Show Junior Division events on 

the Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also horse.osu.edu 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

189 Dressage I 

Project horse required by deadline 
Appropriate helmet and other equipment 
Planning Your Project section 
New members explore interest areas 1-4 and first-

year Completion of project activities 
Repeating members complete Completion of 

Project activities 
All of the Things to Do 
At least 2 project learning experiences and 2 

leadership/citizenship activities 
Completed 190R Equine Record Book 
One-page report 

Horse Judging: See Horse Projects 
section. 

Complete EquiSTEP program. 
Follow County Fair regulations: 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in appropriate County 
Fair Horse Class. 

Must qualify at PAS show. 
Must follow Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse 

Shows 
See Horse Show Junior Division events on 

the Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also horse.osu.edu 

Llamas and Alpacas 

132 Llama and Alpaca 
Project and Record 
Book 

X 

Project animal by required date 
Project Goals and Objectives 
Member Project Guide, Animal Care and Welfare, 

and Animal Records sections 
Club or county level project review 
County project judging (may be optional) 

Livestock Judging: See Livestock 
Projects section. 

Follow County Fair regulations: 
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in County Fair Class: 
J7 Alpaca/Llama 

See Junior Division events on the 
Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

Poultry 

150 Poultry Project and 
Record Book (for 
exhibition and market 
chicken, duck, goose, 
turkey; chicken, egg 
production: hens and 
pullet; and helmeted 
guinea fowl projects) 

X 

Project animal by required date 
Project goals and objectives 
Member Project Guide, Quality Assurance, and 

Animal Records sections 
Club or county level project review 
County project judging (may be optional) 

Livestock Judging: See Livestock 
Projects section. 

Follow County Fair regulations: 
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in County Fair Class: 
J8 Poultry 

If your project does not have a county 
fair class to enter, please contact 
the extension office. (In 2026: 
Egg Production, Guinea Fowl, 
and Market Geese not shown at 
county fair.)  

See Poultry Junior Division events on the 
Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also ohio4h.org/poultry 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/poultry


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Sheep 

198 Market Lamb 
Project and Record 
Book 

X 

Project animal by required date 
All activities 
Club or county level project review 
County project judging (may be optional) 

Livestock Judging: See Livestock 
Projects section. 

Follow County Fair regulations: 
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in County Fair Class: 
J4 Market Lamb 

See Junior Division events on the 
Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also 4hansci.osu.edu 

199 Sheep Breeding 
Project and Record 
Book 

X 

Project animal by required date 
At least 1 topic of interest  
At least 5 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Quality Assurance and Animal Records sections 
Club or county level project review 
County project judging (optional) 

Livestock Judging: See Livestock 
Projects section. 

Follow County Fair regulations: 
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in County Fair Class: 
J26 Sheep Breeding 

See Junior Division events on the 
Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also 4hansci.osu.edu 

Swine 

140 Swine Project and 
Record Book 

X 

Project animal by required date 
At least 1 topic of interest 
At least 5 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Quality Assurance and Animal Records sections 
Club or county level project review 
County project judging (optional) 

Livestock Judging: See Livestock 
Projects section. 

Follow County Fair regulations: 
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-
premium-book/  

Enter and show in appropriate County 
Fair Class:  
J5 Market Hog 
J11 Hog Carcass 

If your project does not have a county 
fair class to enter, please contact 
the extension office. (2026: 
Swine Breeding not shown at 
county fair.) 

See Junior Division events on the 
Livestock Competitions page: 
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-
involved/livestock/livestock-
competitions 

See also 4hansci.osu.edu 

https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://summitfair.com/jr-fair-premium-book/
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-competitions
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Veterinary Science 

244 From Airedales to 
Zebras, Level 1 B 

Set goals and record project highlights 
At least seven activities each year 
At least 21 of the activities in three years 
Complete the “Whaddya Know?” survey before 

and after activities 
Project evaluation 
(Use the same book 1-3 years.) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience, limited in size to 
what you can move on your own. 

 (Optional) Enter County Fair class J16 
- STEM 

Veterinary Science Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

245 All Systems Go! 
Level 2 I 

Set goals and record project highlights 
At least seven activities each year 
At least 21 of the activities in three years 
Complete the “Whaddya Know?” survey before 

and after activities 
Project evaluation 
(Use the same book 1-3 years.) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience, limited in size to 
what you can move on your own. 

 (Optional) Enter County Fair class J16 
- STEM 

Veterinary Science Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

246 On the Cutting 
Edge, Level 3 A 

Set goals and record project highlights 
At least seven activities each year 
At least 21 of the activities in three years 
Complete the “Whaddya Know?” survey before 

and after activities 
Project evaluation 
(Use the same book 1-3 years.) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience, limited in size to 
what you can move on your own. 

 (Optional) Enter County Fair class J16 
- STEM 

Veterinary Science Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Career Exploration 

382  Am I Ready for 
Work? I 

All 9 activities and Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project Review 

4-H Project Judging:  
[Intermediate Class – 4H age 11-13]: 

Bring completed project book 
and a prepared 30 second 
elevator speech to recite to the 
judge.  

[Sr. Class –  4H age 14+]:  
Bring all the above plus a paper 
copy of a generalized cover letter 
and resume.  

See State Fair guidelines (right) for 
more details. 

 (Optional) Enter County Fair class J18 
- Vocation 

Workforce Preparation Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

386 You’re Hired! A 

All 8 activities and all Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display that 
shows the process you 
experienced to get hired in your 
job & how this job will better you 
in the future. You must provide 
your own technology if you 
choose to use it.  

Youth should dress appropriately for 
the job you’re employed at (i.e. 
work uniform).  

See State Fair guidelines (right) for 
more details. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class - J18 
Vocation 

Workforce Preparation Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

387 Here, There, Ag 
Careers Are 
Everywhere! 

A 

All 8 activities and all Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a paper copy 
portfolio or digital portfolio to 
expand your project knowledge. 
Pick an agricultural career of 
interest and research the skills, 
experiences, and education 
needed.  

Must bring a paper copy of a cover 
letter and resume applying for 
the selected job in Activity 2: 
Career Field Map. See State Fair 
guidelines (right) for more details. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class  J18 
- Vocation 

Workforce Preparation Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Clothing and Textile Science 

407 Accessories for 
Teens 

B, ages 
13+ 

All 4 interest areas 
At least 1 additional 4-H activity 
At least 1 leadership/citizenship experience 
Wardrobe evaluation and accessories to 

complement at least 1 outfit 
At least 1 accessory: bag/purse, belt/cummerbund, 

footwear/shoe covers, hat, gloves, jewelry, 
removable collar/dickey/jabot, scarf/tie, 
muffler/shawl, socks/hosiery, or suspenders 
to complete the appearance of an outfit 

Project record and evaluation 

4-H Project Judging: Wear at least 
one accessory you made with the 
outfit for which it was designed. 
Outfit components may not be 
used in another clothing project. 

Bring your completed project book. 
See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

409 Sew Fun! B 

All 5 project areas 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
A pin cushion and fully elastic-waisted skirt, 

shorts, pants, or capris  
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring your pin 
cushion and bring (do NOT wear) 
the garment you made using an 
“easy” or “beginner” pattern 
(skirt, shorts, pants, or capris 
with a full elastic waistline).  

Bring your completed project book 
with a photo of you wearing your 
completed garment. 

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

410 Designed by Me B 

All 8 activities, including Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Decorate (or embellish) a T-shirt, sweatshirt, 

button-down shirt, or simple jacket 
Project review  
Project record (if any materials purchased) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring your 
decorated top (with the 2 
embellishment methods you 
used)  

Bring your completed project book 
AND completed poster, pages or 
visual showing completed 
activities. This should include a 
photo of you wearing your top 
along with the completed outfit 
you assembled for a total look.  

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

413 Sundresses and 
Jumpers 

 
B 

All 5 project areas 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
A sundress or jumper  
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring (do not 
wear) the sundress or jumper you 
constructed. 

Bring your completed project book 
with a photo of you wearing your 
completed garment.  

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

419 Terrific Tops B 

All 8 activities, including Talking It over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
A top that is part of a complete outfit 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring (do not 
wear) the top you constructed. 
Bring your completed project 
book with a photo of you wearing 
your completed garment. 

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

411 em•bel•lish: 
A 4-H Guide to 

Wearable Art 
I 

All 10 activities and 3 journal pages 
At least one embellished garment 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring (do not 
wear) the garment that you 
embellished. This could have 
been a garment you constructed 
in a previous year, or a ready-to 
wear garment. 

Do not construct a new garment or 
outfit to embellish it for this 
project within the same year.  

Bring project book with a photo of you 
wearing your completed garment 
and completed notebook with at 
least 3 samples of embellishment 
techniques you tried, including 
the technique you used on the 
garment you selected.  

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

412 Sew for Others I 

All 7 activities and all Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review  
Construct one complete outfit for the person of 

your choice OR adapt three different 
garments for someone with a disability 

4-H Project Judging: Bring one outfit 
that best represents your work to 
the judging.  

Bring your completed project book 
with a photo of the other person 
wearing your garment. If the 
project is repeated for multiple 
years, a new category of “other” 
must be selected. 

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

415 Ready, Set, Sew 
Active! 

I 

All 9 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
At least one garment that is part of an active 

sportswear outfit 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring (do not 
wear) the garment you 
constructed for active sports. 

Bring your completed project book 
with a photo of you wearing your 
completed garment.  

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

418 Loungewear X 

All 11 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
A loungewear outfit to wear over garments you 

make or buy 
Project record, summary, and review  

4-H Project Judging: Bring (do not 
wear) the garment you 
constructed (the outer layer of a 
lounging outfit) to judging.  

Bring your completed project book, 
with a photo of you wearing your 
completed garment.  

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

424 Clothing for Middle 
School 

I, ages 
10-14 

All 5 interest areas 
At least 1 garment with sleeves or a skirt or pants 

plus a top such as a vest, collarless jacket, 
sweater, blouse, or other top, with or without 
sleeves 

At least 1 additional organized activity, 1 
leadership/citizenship activity and 1 career 
experience. 

Project evaluation and project summary 

4-H Project Judging: Bring (do not 
wear) the garment or garment 
combination you constructed 
(EITHER one garment with 
sleeves OR a skirt/ pants plus a 
top). 

Bring your completed project book, 
with a photo of you wearing your 
completed garment.  

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

430 Shopping Savvy I 

All 8 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
An outfit, including accessories 
Project review 

 
Note: This project does NOT involve sewing 
or clothing construction skills. 

4-H Project Judging: Wear a total look 
outfit assembled according to the 
information in your project to 
convey the image you wish to 
project to the judges. You will be 
judged on mastery of the project 
book rather than the outfit worn 
unless the outfit was put 
together to complete an activity 
within the project.  

Bring completed poster, pages or 
visual showing completed 
activities.  

Bring your completed project book.  
See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

406 Clothes for High 
School and College A 

All 5 major areas 
At least 2 additional organized activities 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
A wardrobe inventory 
At least 1 outfit with a minimum of 2 pieces or a 1-

piece garment with sleeves, plus some other 
style detail not tried before 

Repair at least 3 items from your wardrobe 
Project summary 

4-H Project Judging: Bring (do not 
wear) the garment(s) you 
constructed (minimum of two 
pieces or a one-piece garment 
with sleeves plus some other 
fashion detail not tried before). 

Bring your completed project book, 
with a photo of you wearing your 
completed garment.  

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

408 Creative Costumes A 

All 5 interest areas 
At least 1 learning experience 
At least 1 leadership/citizenship activity 
A costume from one of these categories: historical, 

ethnic/cultural, theatrical, or special interest 
Project record and evaluation summary 

4-H Project Judging: Bring (do not 
wear) the costume you made for 
yourself.  

Bring your completed project book, 
with a photo of you wearing your 
completed garment. Research is 
required in project book. You will 
be judged on the mastery of the 
project book in addition to the 
garment constructed.   

If the project is repeated for multiple 
years, a new costume category 
must be selected each year  

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

417 Dress-Up Outfit A 

All 5 interest areas 
At least 1 learning experience 
At least 1 leadership/citizenship activity 
A dress-up garment with two or more new 

experiences (zipper, sleeves, new trim or 
fabric) and coordinate/incorporate/ integrate 
into your total look 

Project evaluation and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring (do not 
wear) the dress-up garment you 
constructed for either (a) day 
wear or (b) formal wear. 

Bring your completed project book, 
with a photo of you wearing your 
completed garment. 

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
This project has two classes at the 
state fair, one for Day Wear and one 
for Formal Wear 

ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

420 Outerwear for 
Anywhere A 

All 4 projects areas and activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
An advanced-level outer garment, such as a coat, 

jacket, raincoat, cape, or other similar outer 
garment, and add other clothing accessories 
for a total look. 

Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring (do not 
wear) outer garment constructed. 
Outfit components may not be 
used in another fair clothing 
project. 

Bring your completed project book, 
with a photo of you wearing your 
completed garment.  

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

425 Look Great for Less A, ages 
15-18 

All 5 interest areas 
At least 1 learning experience 
At least 1 leadership/citizenship activity 
An inexpensive outfit 
Project record, summary, and evaluation 
 
Note: This project does NOT involve sewing or 

clothing construction skills. 

4-H Project Judging: Wear the “total 
look” outfit you put together as 
inexpensively as possible. The 
total look includes clothing, 
accessories, jewelry, shoes, etc.  

It is acceptable to use an item or two 
from those you already own but 
remember this is a shopping 
project and the majority of your 
total look should be items 
purchased using skills you’ve 
learned while doing this project.  

Bring completed poster, pages or 
visual showing completed 
activities. 

Bring your completed project book.  
See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

426 Clothing for Your 
Career A 

All 5 interest areas 
At least 1 learning experience 
At least 1 leadership/citizenship activity 
An outfit with at least 2 pieces appropriate for a 

job, volunteer, work, or an interview (suit, 
uniform, or work outfit) 

At least 2 alterations 
A brief description of an interesting job. Job site 

visit or interview a professional, or both 
Project record and evaluation 

4-H Project Judging: Bring (do not 
wear) the outfit you made. The 
outfit should have at least 2 
pieces, appropriate for the job, 
work or an interview (suit, 
uniform or work outfit). Outfit 
components may not be used in 
another fair clothing project. 

Bring your completed project book, 
with a photo of you wearing your 
completed garment.  

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

Clothing Days 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

432M Sewing and 
Textiles (non-
Clothing) Master 

A 

At least one non-clothing fabric item  
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project records including interview, budget, and 

photos 
Judging activity 

4-H Project Judging: Bring your 
completed non-clothing fabric 
item. What you made should be 
different from what you can 
make in other 4-H projects, or 
should require specialized or 
professional level skills to 
complete (beyond what would be 
expected in other projects). 

Bring completed printed project book 
with all sections completed as 
required in project guidelines. 

See Clothing Projects section. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 

Sewing 

No state fair event 

Communication 

377 Finding Your Voice: 
Public Speaking 
Made Easy 

B 

All 7 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and other project 
records, along with a tabletop 
exhibit highlighting project 
experiences and 
accomplishments. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J15 
– Art 

Leadership Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Creative and Leisure Arts 
Cake Decorating 

492 Cake Decorating 
Project and Record 
book 

X 

At least 5 learning activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Record of decorating skills and techniques 
Project and cake records 
Project summary and review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book, and a display 
representing your learning 
experience, per state guidelines. 

Also bring one decorated 
cake/cupcake (or Styrofoam 
base) showcasing skills from your 
4H project. 

Skills used on cakes should only be 
those in the current and previous 
checklist that the participant is 
completing. 

Beginner and Intermediate participants 
bring one-layer cakes not to 
exceed 4 inches in height. 

Advanced participants may bring in 
tiered cakes with a maximum of 4 
tiers. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 
– Health & Living 

Cake Decorating Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Collecting 

496 My Favorite Things B 
 

All 8 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book, collection display 
and learning display representing 
your learning experience. Display 
size limited to 3’x3’ area. See 
state guidelines for details. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J15 - 
Art 

Creative Arts Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Fine Arts 

498 Quilting the Best 
Better I 

All 8 activities and all Quilting Quotes questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Quilt blocks, a pillow to be donated, and a lap quilt 

(minimum 30" x 30" and maximum 54" x 
72") 

Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and one lap quilt (as 
per pattern(s) provided in the 
project book).  

Quilt must be stitched or knotted by 
the 4-H member. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 
Sewing 

Quilt Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

499 You Can Quilt! I 

All 7 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Construct a Rail Fence or Four Patch mini-quilt 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and one mini quilt 
(as per pattern(s) provided in the 
project book).  

Quilt must be stitched or knotted by 
the 4-H member. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J14 - 
Sewing 

Quilt Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

592 Get Started 
in Art 

X 

All 11 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
A final project 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book, piece of art made as 
part of your 4-H project, and 
display representing your 
learning experience. See state 
guidelines for more details. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J15 - 
Art 

Creative Arts Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

593  Seeing Through 
Graphic Design I 

All 9 activities, including a portfolio, and Talking It 
Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book, completed portfolio, 
and display representing your 
learning experience. See state 
guidelines for more details. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J15 - 
Art 

Creative Arts Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

594 Knitting It Together X 

All 9 activities and Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book, knitted item made 
as part of your 4-H project, and 
display representing your 
learning experience. See state 
guidelines for more details. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J15 - 
Art 

Creative Arts Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Genealogy 

442 Family History 
Treasure Hunt X 

All 4 steps in What to Do, depending on number 
of years project is taken 

At least 1 other learning experience 
At least 1 leadership/citizenship activity 
Project review and records 
(Use the same book 1-6 years.) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring project 
book, and 3 ring notebook 
including specific items specified 
in State Fair Guidelines (right). 

First and Second year participants 
also bring: Research Journal and 
Treasure Hunter’s Kit. 

Grading Evaluation will consider 
ONLY this year’s work. 

(Optional) County Fair Class J18 -
Vocation 

Family Life Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Photography 

584 Photography 
Basics, Book 1 B 

At least 2 activities in each of 4 project areas and 
Talking It Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 
Photo journal or scrapbook 
(Use the same book 1-3 years.) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and one of the 
following three items for exhibit: 
(a) single mounted print of any 
size, OR (b) collection of 5-10 
mounted prints illustrating a 
“Photo Story,” OR (c) collection of 
5-10 mounted prints illustrating 
one of the activities completed 
for the project.  

Follow state fair guidelines (right) for 
mounting and exhibit details. 
Participants may (but are NOT 
required to) bring in other 
materials they feel might 
demonstrate their learning 
experience for the current year.  

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J15 - 
Art 

Photography Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook  

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

585 Next Level 
Photography, Book 
2 

I 

At least 2 activities in each of 4 project areas and 
Talking It Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 
Photo journal or scrapbook 
(Use the same book 1-3 years.) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and one of the 
following four items for exhibit: 
(a) single mounted print of any 
size, OR (b) single mounted print 
illustrating an “enlargement” and 
accompanied by the original size 
print, OR (c) collection of 5-10 
mounted prints illustrating one of 
the activities completed for the 
project, OR (d) a single original 
mounted print illustrating a 
“News Story” and accompanied 
by the news article.  

Follow state fair guidelines (right) for 
mounting and exhibit details. 
Participants may (but are NOT 
required to) bring in other 
materials they feel might 
demonstrate their learning 
experience for the current year.  

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J15 - 
Art 

Photography Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

586 Mastering 
Photography, Book 
3 

A 

At least 2 activities in each of 4 project areas and 
Talking It Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 
Photo journal or scrapbook 
(Use the same book 1-3 years.) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and one of the 
following four items for exhibit: 
(a) single mounted print of any 
size, or (b) single mounted print 
illustrating an “enlargement” and 
accompanied by the original size 
print, or (c) collection of 5-10 
mounted prints illustrating one of 
the activities completed for the 
project, or (d) a single original 
mounted print illustrating a 
“News Story” and accompanied 
by the news article.  

Follow state fair guidelines (right) for 
mounting and exhibit details. 
Participants may (but are NOT 
required to) bring in other 
materials they feel might 
demonstrate their learning 
experience for the current year.  

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J15 - 
Art 

Photography Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

589M  Photography 
Master 

A 

One major photography project 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 citizenship activities 
Project records including interview, budget, and 

portfolio 
Judging activity 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
printed project book and the item 
to exhibit specified by the state 
fair guidelines (right). 

Participants may (but are NOT 
required to) bring in other 
materials they feel might 
demonstrate their learning 
experience for the current year. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J15 - 
Art 

Photography Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Scrapbooking 

497 Scrapbooking:  
A 4-H Guide to 
Preserving 
Memories 

B 

All 3 project areas (the last activity is optional) 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
A scrapbook 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book, completed 
scrapbook, and display 
representing your learning 
experience. See state guidelines 
for more details. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J15 - 
Art 

Creative Arts Day  
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Writing 

588 The Writer in You I 

All 11 activities (including a writing portfolio) and 
Talking It Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project Review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book, completed writing 
portfolio, and display 
representing your learning 
experience. See state guidelines 
for more details. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J15 - 
Art 

Creative Arts Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Food and Nutrition 

459 Let’s Start Cooking B 

All 8 activities, including 6 recipes 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project Review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook  

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

481 Everyday Food and 
Fitness 

B 

All 7 activities, including 5 recipes and Talking It 
Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook  

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

484 Snack Attack! B 

All 7 activities, including 7 recipes 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

487 Take a Break for 
Breakfast B 

All 5 activities, including at least 5 recipes 
At least 2 learning experiences and 2 

leadership/citizenship/career activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

461 Let’s Bake Quick 
Breads I 

All 8 activities, including 7 recipes 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

463 Sports Nutrition: 
Ready, Set, Go 

I 

All 5 activities, including 5 recipes and Talking It 
Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

472 Grill Master I 

All 6 activities, including at least 5 recipes and the 
Notes for Next Time 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

475 Star Spangled 
Foods I 

All 7 recipe sections, including 11 recipes 
At least 3 learning experiences 
At least 3 leadership/citizenship activities 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

477 Party Planner:  
A 4-H Guide to 
Quantity Cooking 

I 

All 8 activities, including 8 recipes 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

485 Racing the Clock to 
Awesome Meals 

I 

All 7 activities, including 1 recipe and the Notes for 
Next Time for each activity 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

462 Yeast Breads on the 
Rise A 

All 5 interest areas, including at least 6 recipes 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project record and summary 
(Use the same book 1-2 years.) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

467 Cooking on My 
Own A 

All 7 activities and all Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

469 Global Gourmet A 

All 7 activities, including preparation of meals and 
Notes for Next Time 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

474 Beyond the Grill A 

All 6 activities, including 9 recipes 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

476 Kitchen Boss A 

All 7 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship/career activity 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring ONLY your 
completed project book and your 
completed portfolio.  

See Food & Nutrition section. 
The judge may ask questions 

regarding MyPlate information. 
(Optional) Enter County Fair class J17 

– Health & Living 

Food and Nutrition Days:  
Completed Portfolio 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Note: MyPlate handout is available at the 
above link. 

Healthy Living 

300 You’re the Athlete I 

At least 1 (of 7) section (Play Book, Practice Field, 
and Big Event) 

Either 2 other Play Book and at least 2 Practice 
Field activities OR 1 other section ((Play 
Book, Practice Field, and Big Event) 

At least 2 special learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship/career 

applications 
“My Season highlights” (project summary) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display (max 
size 3’ of table space). 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J17 
– Health & Living 

Physical Wellness Health Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

353 First Aid in Action B 

All 12 interest areas 
3 of the More Challenges activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display (max 
size 3’ of table space). 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J17 
– Health & Living 

Physical Wellness Health Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

354 Medicine Science 
and Safety B 

All 5 activities and all Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display (max 
size 3’ of table space). 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J17 
– Health & Living 

Physical Wellness Health Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

355 Tracking Your 
Health and Fitness 

I 

All 10 activities, all Talking It Over questions, and a 
health and fitness log 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display (max 
size 3’ of table space). 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J17 
– Health & Living 

Physical Wellness Health Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

356 Relationships 101 I 

All 10 activities and Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display (max 
size 3’ of table space). 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J17 
– Health & Living 

Mental, Emotional, Social Health Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

357 Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse 

A 

All 12 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
All least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display (max 
size 3’ of table space). 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J17 
– Health & Living 

Physical Wellness Health Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

359 Your Thoughts 
Matter A 

All 10 activities, including Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display (max 
size 3’ of table space). 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J17 
– Health & Living 

Mental, Emotional, Social Health Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

360 Your Feelings 
Matter B 

All 7 activities and all Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display (max 
size 3’ of table space). 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J17 
– Health & Living 

Mental, Emotional, Social Health Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

434 Superhero You B 

All 5 activities and all Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display (max 
size 3’ of table space). 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J17 
– Health & Living 

Mental, Emotional, Social Health Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 
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* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Home Living 

405 The Laundry Project B 

All 11 activities and Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project Review 

4-H Project Judging: Participants 
need to bring visuals (an exhibit 
of items from the project, or 
pictures, etc.) and their project 
book to show their project 
accomplishments according to 
the requirements in the project 
book. Display max size 3’ of table 
space or 3’x3’ floor space, and 
participant must be able to move 
it on their own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J17 
– Health & Living 

Home Decorating & Design Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

491 It’s My Home B 

All 9 activities, including Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display (max 
size 3’ of table space or 3’x3’ 
floor space, and participant must 
be able to move it on their own). 
Participants need to bring an 
item constructed in the project 
according to the requirements 
listed in the project book, with 
visuals to show how the item 
helps to make more pleasing and 
practical living spaces in the 
home. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J17 
– Health & Living 

Home Decorating & Design Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

494 Makeover 
My Space I 

All 10 activities and 4 Talking It Over pages 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Participants 
need to bring visuals (an exhibit 
of items from the project, or 
pictures, etc.) and their project 
book to show their project 
accomplishments according to 
the requirements in the project 
book. Display max size 3’ of table 
space or 3’x3’ floor space, and 
participant must be able to move 
it on their own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J17 
– Health & Living 

Home Decorating & Design Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

495 Living on Your Own A 

All 9 activities and Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display (max 
size 3’ of table space or 3’x3’ 
floor space, and participant must 
be able to move it on their own). 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J17 
– Health & Living 

Home Decorating & Design Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Leadership and Citizenship 

92 4-H Around the 
Globe I 

All 7 activities and Talking It Over questions  
At least two learning experience  
At least two leadership/citizenship activities  
Project summary and project review  

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and other project 
records to help explain your 
project accomplishments to the 
judge. This includes either 1 
photo album OR 1 portfolio/box. 
And also one poster.  

Display items are size-limited. See 
State Guidelines (right) for further 
details. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J18 - 
Vocation 

Family Life Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
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* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

370 Mentoring: 
Leadership in 
Action 

A 

All 7 activities and all Talking It Over questions  
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and other project 
records, along with a tabletop 
exhibit highlighting project 
experiences and 
accomplishments. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J18 - 
Vocation 

Leadership Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

371 Club Leadership 1 I 

All 10 activities 
3 individualized goals 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and other project 
records, along with a tabletop 
exhibit highlighting project 
experiences and 
accomplishments. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J18 - 
Vocation 

Leadership Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

383 Club Leadership 2 A 

All 11 activities and Talking It Over questions 
At least 3 individual goals or additional activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

Same as Club Leadership 1, above Leadership Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

373 My Hands to Larger 
Service: Teen 
Leaders Building 
Our Communities 

A 

All 9 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least two leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and other project 
records, along with a tabletop 
exhibit highlighting project 
experiences and 
accomplishments. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J18- 
Vocation 

Leadership Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
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* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

375 Leadership Road 
Trip: Where Are 
You Going? 

I 

All 13 activities and Rest Stop questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and other project 
records, along with a tabletop 
exhibit highlighting project 
experiences and 
accomplishments. (Note: if using 
the iBook project book, you must 
provide your own iPad to view 
book during judging.) 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J18- 
Vocation 

Leadership Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

376 Pantry Panic! A 

All 7 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
printed project book and other 
project records, along with a 
tabletop exhibit highlighting 
project experiences and 
accomplishments.  

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J18- 
Vocation 

Leadership Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

378M Leadership 
Master A 

One major leadership experience 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 citizenship activities 
Project records including interview, budget, and 

photos 
Judging activity 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and other project 
records, along with a tabletop 
exhibit highlighting project 
experiences and 
accomplishments. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J18- 
Vocation 

Leadership Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

385 Local Government: 
Answer the Call 

A 

All 9 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and other project 
records, along with a tabletop 
exhibit highlighting project 
experiences and 
accomplishments. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J18 - 
Vocation 

Leadership Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 
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* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Money Management 

445 Exploring Personal 
Finance B 

All 9 activities 
At least 2 organized activities 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and other project 
records to help explain your 
project accomplishments to the 
judge. This includes either 1 
photo album OR 1 portfolio/box. 
And also one poster.  

Display items are size-limited. See 
State Guidelines (right) for further 
details. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair class J18 - 
Vocation 

Family Life Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

446 Empowering 
Personal Finance I 

All 8 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

Same as 445 Exploring Personal 
Finance (above) 

Family Life Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Natural Resources 
Agronomy 

668 Field Crops and 
Forages B 

All 9 activities 
At least 2 organized activities 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Gardening and Plant Science 

670 Canning and 
Freezing I 

All 7 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J17 
– Health & Living 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

671 How Does Your 
Garden Grow? B 

4 activities, plus activity 4a, 4b, or both 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

673 Edible Landscapes I 

All 9 activities and all Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

691 Grow Your Own 
Vegetables B 

All 11 activities (including growing vegetables) 
and Talking It Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

692 Growing with the 
Seasons 

I 

All 9 activities (including growing vegetables) and 
Talking It Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

The Natural World 

611 Explore the 
Outdoors B 

All 9 activities and Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project Review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Wild bird feathers, except legal game 
species, and all bird nests and eggs 
are protected under state law, and 
are not permitted to be collected, 
possessed, or presented as part of 
any display. 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

612 Geology: Can You 
Dig It? 

B 

All 8 activities (including a collection display) and 
Talking It Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project Review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

613 Exploring Polar 
Science I 

All 8 activities and all Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
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* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

616 Water Matters B 

All 8 activities and all Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary and project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

617 Exploring Ponds A 

All 9 activities and Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Wild bird feathers, except legal game 
species, and all bird nests and eggs 
are protected under state law, and 
are not permitted to be collected, 
possessed, or presented as part of 
any display. 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

620 Why Trees Matter B 

All 6 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

621 Ohio Birds X 

All 5 interest areas 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Observe and record at least 20 different bird 

species 
One-page summary 
(Use the same book 1-2 years.) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

Wild bird feathers, except legal game 
species, and all bird nests and 
eggs are protected under state 
law, and are not permitted to be 
collected, possessed, or 
presented as part of any display. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

622 Trapping Muskrats 
in Ohio 

I 

All 7 activities 
At least 3 learning experiences 
At least 3 leadership/citizenship activities 
2 of 3 projects for first year; 2 of 3 projects for 

second year 
A poster board 
(Use the same book 1-2 years.) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

623 Outdoor 
Adventurer: 
Beginning Fishing 

B 

All 8 activities, including Talking It Over questions 
and the Fishing Log 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
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* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

624 Outdoor 
Adventurer: 
Intermediate 
Fishing 

I 

All 11 activities, including Talking It Over questions 
and the Fishing Log 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

641 Beekeeping Project 
and Record Book X 

Set at least 3 project goals and objectives 
At least 5 learning activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Colony Care and Management section 
Beekeeping Record 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

644 Insect Adventures 1 B 

All 7 activities, including an insect collection (30 
specimens) and Talking It Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

645 Insect Adventures 2 l 

All 8 activities, including an insect collection (40 
specimens) and Talking It Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

Same as 644 Insect Adventures 1, 
above 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

646 Insect Adventures 3 A 

All 7 activities, including an insect collection (50 
specimens) and Talking It Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

Same as 644 Insect Adventures 1, 
above 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Shooting Sports 

630 Safe Use of Guns B 

All 11 activities, including Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display.  

See Shooting Sports Projects and 
State Fair Guidelines (right) for 
limitations on display items. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Guns, bows, arrows, ammunition, and 
firearms of any kind are not 
permitted on the Fairgrounds. 

Participants may not use any of these 
items or three-dimensional replicas 
of these items as a part of any 
display.  

Other limitations also apply. 
Shooting Sports Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

631 Basic Archery B 

All 6 interest areas 
At least 2 organized activities 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display.  

See Shooting Sports Projects and 
State Fair Guidelines (right) for 
limitations on display items. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Guns, bows, arrows, ammunition, and 
firearms of any kind are not 
permitted on the Fairgrounds. 

Participants may not use any of these 
items or three-dimensional replicas 
of these items as a part of any 
display.  

Other limitations also apply. 
Shooting Sports Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

750 Rifle Member 
Record Book X 

All project book activities, including planning, 
setting goals, identifying parts, practicing 
safety, record keeping, evaluation, and more 

Must be enrolled in a Shooting Sports program 
under the direction of a certified rifle 
instructor 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display.  

See Shooting Sports Projects and 
State Fair Guidelines (right) for 
limitations on display items. 

Project book must be signed by 
certified shooting sports 
instructor. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Guns, bows, arrows, ammunition, and 
firearms of any kind are not 
permitted on the Fairgrounds. 

Participants may not use any of these 
items or three-dimensional replicas 
of these items as a part of any 
display.  

Other limitations also apply. 
Shooting Sports Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

751 Archery Member 
Record Book X 

All project book activities, including planning, 
setting goals, identifying parts, practicing 
safety, record keeping, evaluation, and more 

Must be enrolled in a Shooting Sports program 
under the direction of a certified archery 
instructor 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display.  

See Shooting Sports Projects and 
State Fair Guidelines (right) for 
limitations on display items. 

Project book must be signed by 
certified shooting sports 
instructor. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Guns, bows, arrows, ammunition, and 
firearms of any kind are not 
permitted on the Fairgrounds. 

Participants may not use any of these 
items or three-dimensional replicas 
of these items as a part of any 
display.  

Other limitations also apply. 
Shooting Sports Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

752 Shotgun Member 
Record Book X 

All project book activities, including planning, 
setting goals, identifying parts, practicing 
safety, record keeping, evaluation, and more 

Must be enrolled in a Shooting Sports program 
under the direction of a certified shotgun 
instructor 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display.  

See Shooting Sports Projects and 
State Fair Guidelines (right) for 
limitations on display items. 

Project book must be signed by 
certified shooting sports 
instructor. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Guns, bows, arrows, ammunition, and 
firearms of any kind are not 
permitted on the Fairgrounds. 

Participants may not use any of these 
items or three-dimensional replicas 
of these items as a part of any 
display.  

Other limitations also apply. 
Shooting Sports Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

753 Pistol Member 
Record Book X 

All project book activities, including planning, 
setting goals, identifying parts, practicing 
safety, record keeping, evaluation, and more 

Must be enrolled in a Shooting Sports program 
under the direction of a certified pistol 
instructor 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display.  

See Shooting Sports Projects and 
State Fair Guidelines (right) for 
limitations on display items. 

Project book must be signed by 
certified shooting sports 
instructor. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Guns, bows, arrows, ammunition, and 
firearms of any kind are not 
permitted on the Fairgrounds. 

Participants may not use any of these 
items or three-dimensional replicas 
of these items as a part of any 
display.  

Other limitations also apply. 
Shooting Sports Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

754 Hunting and 
Wildlife Member 
Record Book 

X 

All project book activities, including planning, 
setting goals, identifying parts, practicing 
safety, record keeping, evaluation, and more 

Must be enrolled in a Shooting Sports program 
under the direction of a certified 
hunting/wildlife instructor 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display.  

See Shooting Sports Projects and 
State Fair Guidelines (right) for 
limitations on display items. 

Project book must be signed by 
certified shooting sports 
instructor. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Guns, bows, arrows, ammunition, and 
firearms of any kind are not 
permitted on the Fairgrounds. 

Participants may not use any of these 
items or three-dimensional replicas 
of these items as a part of any 
display.  

Other limitations also apply. 
Shooting Sports Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

755 Muzzleloader 
Member Record 
Book 

X 

All project book activities, including planning, 
setting goals, identifying parts, practicing 
safety, record keeping, evaluation, and more 

Must be enrolled in a Shooting Sports program 
under the direction of a certified 
muzzleloader instructor; a previously 
completed rifle, pistol, or shotgun project is 
strongly recommended 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display.  

See Shooting Sports Projects and 
State Fair Guidelines (right) for 
limitations on display items. 

Project book must be signed by 
certified shooting sports 
instructor. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Guns, bows, arrows, ammunition, and 
firearms of any kind are not 
permitted on the Fairgrounds. 

Participants may not use any of these 
items or three-dimensional replicas 
of these items as a part of any 
display.  

Other limitations also apply. 
Shooting Sports Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

756 Living History 
Member Record 
Book 

X 

All project book activities, including planning, 
setting goals, record keeping, evaluation, and 
more 

Must be enrolled in a Shooting Sports program 
under the direction of a certified shooting 
sports living history instructor 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display.  

See Shooting Sports Projects and 
State Fair Guidelines (right) for 
limitations on display items. 

Project book must be signed by 
certified shooting sports 
instructor. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Guns, bows, arrows, ammunition, and 
firearms of any kind are not 
permitted on the Fairgrounds. 

Participants may not use any of these 
items or three-dimensional replicas 
of these items as a part of any 
display.  

Other limitations also apply. 
Shooting Sports Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 

Page 68 

Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

757 Crossbow Member 
Record Book X 

All project book activities, including planning, 
setting goals, identifying parts, practicing 
safety, record keeping, evaluation, and more 

Must be enrolled in a Shooting Sports program 
under the direction of a certified crossbow 
instructor 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display.  

See Shooting Sports Projects and 
State Fair Guidelines (right) for 
limitations on display items. 

Project book must be signed by 
certified shooting sports 
instructor. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Guns, bows, arrows, ammunition, and 
firearms of any kind are not 
permitted on the Fairgrounds. 

Participants may not use any of these 
items or three-dimensional replicas 
of these items as a part of any 
display.  

Other limitations also apply. 
Shooting Sports Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

758 Western Heritage 
Project: Youth 
Activity Guide 1-3 

I, A 

Progress through levels 1-3 by creating a project 
notebook; setting and working to accomplish 
three goals per level; completing at least one 
required and three elective activities for each 
sub-level (Historical Inquiry, Firearms and 
Shooting, and Clothing and Accoutrements); 
and completing a shooting requirement. See 
project book for details.  

Must be enrolled in a Shooting Sports program 
under the direction of a certified Western 
heritage instructor 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display.  

See Shooting Sports Projects and 
State Fair Guidelines (right) for 
limitations on display items. 

Project book must be signed by 
certified shooting sports 
instructor. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Guns, bows, arrows, ammunition, and 
firearms of any kind are not 
permitted on the Fairgrounds. 

Participants may not use any of these 
items or three-dimensional replicas 
of these items as a part of any 
display.  

Other limitations also apply. 
Shooting Sports Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Sustainability 

651 Be a Sustainability 
Hero! B 

All 9 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and a display 
representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own.. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

652 Farm to Table to 
Career 

I 

All 9 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

44-H Project Judging: Bring 
completed project book and a 
display representing the learning 
experience of the current project, 
limited in size to what you can 
move on your own.. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J13 
- Outdoor 

Natural Resources Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) 
Aerospace Science 

501 Rockets Away (2-
Liter Bottle 
Rockets) 

B 

All 3 interest areas 
At least 2 organized project activities 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Build and launch a 2-liter bottle rocket 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

502 Science Fun with 
Flight 

B, ages 9-
14 

All 7 interest areas 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Build a glider or flyer, or a plastic model airplane or 

jet 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

503 Rockets Away 
(Solid-Fuel Model 
Rockets) 

B 

All 3 interest areas 
At least 2 organized project activities 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Build and launch a solid-fuel model rocket from a 

kit 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

503M Solid-Fuel 
Rocketry Master A 

One major solid-fuel rocketry project 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 citizenship activities 
Project records including interview, budget, and 

photos 
Judging activity 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 

Page 70 

Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

549 Young Engineers in 
Space: Missions in 
Microgravity 

I 

All 9 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV) 

555 ATV Safety X 

Safety pledge 
All 9 activities 
Practice pages 
Practice and riding record 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Bicycle 

517 Bicycling for Fun, 
Level I 

B 

At least 7 activities per year 
Complete the Bicycling for Fun Achievement 

Program on second year 
Complete Project Goals, Before and After, and 

Project Highlights sections 
(Use the same book 1-2 years.) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Biology 

489 Microscope 
Mysteries I 

All 8 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 
Requires the purchase of a Foldscope 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Chemistry 

493 Science Fun with 
Kitchen Chemistry B 

All 11 experiments 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Electricity 

527 Paper Circuits B Complete all 10 activities in Parts 1, 2, and 3 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

528 Smart Circuits I Complete all 9 activities in Parts 1, 2, 3, and 4 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

531 Science Fun with 
Electricity B 

All interest areas 
Experiments and journals for each interest area 
At least 2 project activities 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project summary 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Energy 

550 Young Engineers in 
Solar Energy I 

All 9 activities and Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Food Science 

490 Science Fun with 
Dairy Foods: The 
Case of the Missing 
Milk 

B 

All 6 activities 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Knots 

540 Not Just Knots X 

All 17 activities (including a capstone project) and 
Talking It Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Physics 

500 Science Fun 
 with Physics B 

All 12 experiments 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Project Review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Robotics 

509 Robotics Essentials I 

All 10 activities (including construction of a 
LEGO® Spike™ Prime or VEX robot) and 
Talking It Over questions 

At least 2 learning experiences  
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities  
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

512M Robotics Master A 

One major robotics project 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 citizenship activities 
Project records including interview, budget, and 

photos 
Judging activity 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

Members must bring their own test 
surface to demonstrate their 
robot’s completion of a task of 
their choosing (in less than 10 
minutes). 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

Small Engines and Lawn Care 

541 Crank It Up, Level 1 B 

At least 7 activities each year in either main 
activities sections or Race Ahead sections 

Planning Guide 
(Use the same book 1-3 years.) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

542 Warm It Up, Level 2 I 

At least 7 activities each year in either main 
activities sections or Race Ahead sections 

Planning Guide 
(Use the same book 1-3 years.) 

Same as 541 Crank It Up, above STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

543 Tune It Up, Level 3 A 

At least 7 activities each year in either main 
activities sections or Race Ahead sections 

Planning Guide 
(Use the same book 1-3 years.) 

Same as 541 Crank It Up, above 
STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

544 Ready, Set, . . . 
Mow! 

A 

All 13 activities and Talking It Over questions 
At least 2 learning experiences  
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities  
Project review 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and display 
representing your learning 
experience. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J16 
- STEM 

STEM Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Tractor and Machinery Operation 

552 Tractor Operations: 
Gearing Up for 
Safety, Level B 

B Complete all activities 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book and an educational 
display or poster. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class J18 
– Vocation  

No state fair event 

553 Moving Out: 
Learning About 
Your Tractor and 
Farm Machinery, 
Level C 

I Complete all activities Same as 552: Tractor Operations: 
Gearing Up for Safety, above. No state fair event 

554 Learning More: 
Learning About 
Agricultural 
Tractors and 
Equipment, Level D 

A Complete all activities Same as 552: Tractor Operations: 
Gearing Up for Safety, above. No state fair event 

Welding 

573 Arcs and Sparks I 

Recommended number of areas, building skills, 
and developing knowledge questions for your 
year 

At least 2 organized project activities 
At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities 
Build at least 2 weldments/or other items in book 
One-page report 

4-H Project Judging: Bring completed 
project book, including completed 
one-page report, and TWO 
welding projects: one will be 
from the recommended projects 
in the project book, and the 
other will be one of their own 
design. 

Use the size guidelines from the state 
requirements (link on the right).  

Do not grind your final welds or hide 
them under heavy paint. 

 (Optional) Enter County Fair Class J18 
- Vocation 

Engineering—Welding Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 
NOTE: All projects must be done using 

Shielded Metal Arc Welding 
(SMAW). 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

Woodworking 

556 Measuring Up, 
Level 1 

B 

At least 7 activities per year for up to three years 
At least 2 leadership experiences 
Planning Guide 
(Use the same book 1-3 years.) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring project 
book and one constructed project 
item. Member must do 90% or 
more of the project construction. 

Item must follow ALL guidelines for 
tools in order to be eligible for 
awards. This is a safety issue. 

For full rules, see “Woodworking 
Projects” section of this guide 
and State Fair link to the right. 

New for 2026: You MAY bring an 
optional display of up to 12 
photos showing joinery and/or 
aspects of project that cannot 
be easily judged without taking 
apart the project. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class  J18 
- Vocation 

Woodworking Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 
NOTE: See the State Fair Guidebook link 

above for list of allowable tools. 

557 Making the Cut, 
Level 2 I 

At least 7 activities per year for up to three years 
At least 4 woodworking leadership experiences 
Planning Guide 
(Use the same book 1-3 years.) 

4-H Project Judging: Bring project 
book and one constructed project 
item. Member must do 100% of 
the project construction. 

Item must follow ALL guidelines for 
tools in order to be eligible for 
awards. This is a safety issue. 

For full rules, see “Woodworking 
Projects” section of this guide 
and State Fair link to the right. 

New for 2026: You MAY bring an 
optional display of up to 12 
photos showing joinery and/or 
aspects of project that cannot 
be easily judged without taking 
apart the project. 

(Optional) Enter County Fair Class  J18 
- Vocation 

Woodworking Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 
NOTE: See the State Fair Guidebook link 

above for list of allowable tools. 

https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook
https://ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook


 

* Project skill level indicates the project’s intended audience. B = Beginning level—for members with little or no experience in a project area, or 8- to 10-year-olds; I = Intermediate level, for members with some 
experience in a project area, or 11– to 13–year-olds; A = Advanced level—for experienced members in a project area, or 14 or older: and X = All levels—for all skill and age levels. Exceptions to these age 
guidelines are noted. 
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Project Number  
and Name 

Skill 
Level* 

Project Completion Requirements 
See each project book for complete details. Summit County Requirements 

State Fair Requirements 
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook  

for complete details for non-livestock projects. 

558 Nailing It Together, 
Level 3 I 

At least 7 activities per year for up to three years 
At least 4 woodworking leadership experiences 
Planning Guide 
(Use the same book 1-3 years.) 

Same as Making the Cut, Level 2, 
(above). 

Woodworking Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 
NOTE: See the State Fair Guidebook link 

above for list of allowable tools. 

559 Finishing Up, Level 
4 A 

At least 7 activities per year for up to three years 
At least 4 woodworking leadership experiences 
Planning Guide 
(Use the same book 1-3 years.) 

Same as Making the Cut, Level 2, 
(above). 

Woodworking Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 
NOTE: See the State Fair Guidebook link 

above for list of allowable tools. 

560M Woodworking 
Master A 

One major woodworking project 
At least 2 learning experiences 
At least 2 citizenship activities 
Project records including interview, budget, and 

photos 
Judging activity 

Same as Making the Cut, Level 2, 
(above). 

Woodworking Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 
NOTE: See the State Fair Guidebook link 

above for list of allowable tools. 

Self-Determined 

365 Self-Determined X 

Using the online Self-Determined Project Guide: 
Topic identification 
At least 3 areas of interest, each with at least 3 

activities 
At least two learning experiences 
At least two leadership/citizenship experiences 
Project summary 

4-H Project Judging: Bring your 
completed project guide and a 
display that follows the State Fair 
guidelines for your Self-
Determined project category.  

(See “Self-Determined Projects” 
section of this guide and tip sheet 
link to the right for further details) 

(Optional): Enter Summit Co. Fair 
appropriate class (varies by 
project) 

Self-Determined Day 
ohio4h.org/nonlivestockguidebook 
 
NOTE: Requirements may be different for 

self-determined projects that go to 
state fair on other days. See the 
“Ohio State Fair Self-Determined 
Projects Tip Sheet” at 
ohio4h.org/selfdetermined for 
additional information. 
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